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I  laving,  therefore, obtained  help  of  God,  I  continue  until  this  day' 
witnessing  both  to  small  and  great,  saying  none  other  things  than 
^hose  which  the  Prophets  and  Moses  did  say.  Acts  xxvi,  '■2^. 
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SUFFERINGS  OF  THE  COVEN.^NTERS. 

We  publish  the  following  beautiful  tract,  for  the 
very  interesting  information  which  it  contains,  and 
to  illustrate  an  article  respecting  the  Tombs  of  the 
Martyrs,  in  our  last  number.  Many,  and  large, 
editions  of  such  tracts,  are  now  circulating  in  Scot* 
land,  and  read  with  e.xtraordinary  avidity  by  all 
ranks.  Such  a  revival  of  the  memory  of  the  Cloud 
of  Witnesses,  must  be  hailed,  by  every  good  man, 
as  liiglily  auspicious  and  encouraging  to  the  friends 
of  God’s  covenant  truth,  both  in  Britain  and  Amer¬ 
ica. 

3ome  account  of  John  Brown,  and  his  companions  in  suffering,  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  of  the  last  persecuting  period  in  Bcotland, 
16o0- 1 688. — F rom  authentic  sources. 

About  a  hundred  and  forty  years  ago,  lived  in  the 
district  of  Kyle,  in  Ayrshire,  John  Brown  of  Priest- 
hill,  in  the  parish  of  Muirkirk,  on  the  borders  of 
Lanarkshire. 

His  house,  which  stands  to  this  day,  is  on  the 
brow  of  a  hill,  behind  which  rises  an  e.xtensive  tract 
of  lieath,  moss  hags  and  rocks,  some  of  which 
command  a  view  of  several  counties.  The  house 
is  of  stone  and  lime,  and  is  covered  with  heather. 
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The  inside  must  have  been  comfortable  according 
to  the  taste  of  the  time  ;  and  John  Brown  had  it  re- 
spcctal)ly  furnished,  lor  a  person  of  his  rank.  But 
wealthy  farmers  and  grazers  of  the  present  day 
would  scarcely  call  it  comfortable.  It  had  no  grate ; 
the  lire' was  burned  on  the  floor;  and  having  no 
openings  in  the  wall,  the  smoke  rose  tardily  to  the 
chimney  top.  Yet  dark  and  smoky  as  it  was,  ma¬ 
ny  had  found  it  a  little  sanctuary  j  not  only  for  re¬ 
fuge,  but  for  God’s  presence. 

Though  simple  in  their  habits  and  furniture,  the 
inhabitants  of  these  wild  districts  were  well  inform¬ 
ed  ;  even  their  children  took  an  interest  in  every 
thing  that  was  going  on  in  Scotland,  and  read  the 
same  books  that  their  fathers  did. 

John  Brown  was  only  a  boy  when  upwards  of 
three  hundred  ministers  were  deposed,  in  one  day, 
by  Charles  the  II.  because  they,  in  conscience, 
could  not,  or  would  not,  submit  that  the  church 
should  be  lorded  over  by  bishops.  He  often  de¬ 
scribed  the  distress  that  prevailed  in  the  country 
on  that  occasion ;  and  the  anguish  and  weeping 
throughout  the  churches  on  the  sabbath  their  min¬ 
isters  preached  their  farewell  sermons.  It  was 
heart-rending  to  part  with  such  men,  so  remarka¬ 
ble  for  grace,  eminent  for  gifts,  many  of  them  learn¬ 
ed,  and  all  of  them  singularly  dear  to  their  people. 
iVone  of  them  rvere  scandalous,  insufficient,  or  neg¬ 
ligent,  and  the  fruits  of  their  ministry  were  every 
where  conspicuous.  Y ou  might  have  travelled  ma¬ 
ny  miles  without  hearing  an  oath.  You  scarce 
could  lodge  in  a  house  where  God  was  not  wor¬ 
shipped.  Iniquity,  ashamed,  hid  its  head.  But 
rvhat  a  dreadful  reverse  was  felt,  when  Prelacy  was 
introduced  by  arbitrary  means.  It  was  like  King 
Saul’s  change,  a  bad  spirit  after  a  good.”* 

“  It  is  something  remarkable,  that  every  time 
that  Prelacy  was  established  in  Scotland,  it  was 
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accompanied  with  persecution  of  the  church,  tak¬ 
ing  away  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  degeneracy 
in  the  moral  character  of  the  nation.  The  disci¬ 
pline  of  the  Presbyterians  was  too  strict  for  the  king 
and  his  counsellors.  The  bishops  were  ambitious, 
and  attained  power  and  riches,  by  flattering  the  ’ 
great,  and  passing  over  their  sins.  They  justified 
the  zvicked  for  rezvard;  and  their  curates  were  the 
dregs  of  society,  ignorant  and  wicked.  Many  of 
the  bishops  had  sworn,  along  with  the  kings  and 
nobles,  to  support  the  church  they  had  overturned. 

“  It  was  no  wonder  though  they  were  regarded  as 
coming  in  with  perjury  written  on  their  foreheads ; 
where  holiness  to  the  Lord  had  formerly  been.”* 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  churches  were  de¬ 
serted  :  and  the  ministers  still  bound  by  God’s  laws 
to  their  people,  taught  them  from  house  to  house. 
This,  the  bishops  could  not  bear ;  and  fell  to  their 
former  practice  of  making  laws  against  them.  The 
laws  against  non-conformity,  says  a  writer  of  that 
age,t  were  so  extraordinary,  and  savoured  so  much 
of  a  spirit  of  persecution,  were  in  themselves  so  un¬ 
just,  and  in  some  things  so  unnatural,  that  none 
can  wonder  though  they  sometimes  drove  the  poor 
people  to  desperation.  “They  suflTered  extremities 
that  cannot  be  described,  and  which  the  heart  can 
hardly  conceive  of,  from  hunger,  nakedness,  and 
the  severity  of  the  weather,  where  it  is  known  how 
insufferable  the  cold  is,  lying  in  damp  caves,  with¬ 
out  covering,  fire  or  food.  None  durst  harbour, 
speak  to  them,  or  relieve  them,  but  upon  pain  of 
«leath.”  The  heathen  may  rage,  and  princes  may 
combine  to  plot  against  the  Lord  and  his  anointed, 
saying,  Let  us  asunder  break  their  bands,  and  cast 
their  cords  from  us.  He  that  sitteth  in  the  heaven 
shall  laugh ;  The  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision. 
The  wrath  of  men  shall  praise  him. 

*Wodro'w.  tSee  Defo?*^ 
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Tlio  w  hirlwiiifl  of  persecution  carried  the  seed* 
‘^f  salvation  where  the  intluence  of  the  Reformation 
had  not  reached.  The  Scottish  Border,  proverbial 
for  freebooters  or  robbers,  felt  the  divine  eft'ects  of 
the  banished  ministers.^  They  were  there  liar- 
boiired  witlieut  fear  or  dread  of  laws,  and  kindly 
entertained.  The  inhabitants  of  the  lieath-covered. 
moors,  and.  t  he  distant  isles  of  the  sea  were  made 
tjlad,  and  blossomed  as  the  rose.  Thus,  the  scat- 
iering  of  the  ministers  made  new  inroads  upon  Sa¬ 
tan’s  kingdom.  The  gospel  nourished,  though, 
driven  from  temples  made  with  hands.  Many  date 
ilieir  conversion  from  the  glad  tidings  they  heard  in 
these  wilds,  saying  with  the  Psalmist,  Lo  !  v.’c  heard 
of  thee  at  Ephratah,  \vc  Ibuml  tliee  in  the  field  of 


the  wood.t 

It  was  from  these  banislied  ministers  that  John 
Brown  received  his  sujicrior  education.  lie  w'as 
intended  for  the  church,  had  not  an  uncommon 
difficulty  of  c.xpressing  his  sentiments  to  strari.- 
gers  prevented  him  from  prosecuting  his  studies, 
iiut  what  was  strange,  in  prayer  he  was  gifted  in 
an  e.xtraordinary  measure.  In  such  scripttiral  lan¬ 
guage  did  he  pour  forth  his  soul,  and  at  the  same 
time  with  such  variety,  fluency  and  affection,  that 
he  appeared  like  one  supcrhuaian.t  Many  have  a 
gift  of  prayer  whose  lives  bespeak  them  fiir  from 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Such  was  not  Priesthil!., 
llis  actions  wdth  men  were  just  and  judicious  ;  so 
much  go,  that  he  was  intrusted,  when  a  very  young 
man,  v.'ith  the  produce  of  the  neighbouring  shep¬ 
herds,  to  carry  to  market,  and  dispose  of,  and  bring 
back  what  they  required  in  return.  In  this  capa- 
mty,  he  got  the  name  of  the  Christian  Carrier  ;  and 
vras  often  the  first  that  brought  them  tidings  of  tlie 


*Mr.  Gal  riel  Semple,  and  John  Wel^h,  grandson  of  Knox,  plant*^ 
churches  that  flourish  to  tins  day. 

*  tHiiid  let  loose. 
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mischief  that  was  framed  by  law  against  the  Pres¬ 
byterians; 

He  was  merely  a  youth  at  tlie  rising  of  Pentland ; 
and  not  having  been  either  at  the  battle  of  Drum- 
clog  or  Bothwell,  he  could  evade  with  ease  the  en¬ 
snaring  questions  that  every  traveller  was  required 
to  answer ;  by  which  means  he  passed  to  and  fro 
unmolested  ;  altliough  he  did  not  attend  the  curate 
of  Muirkirk,  who  was  a  silly;  easy  creature,  and  did 
not  make  so  many  complaints  of  his  parishioners 
as  some  did  :  J\"or  was  he  like  his  brother  curate 
of  Blantyr,  w  ho  one  Sabbath  just  as  he  rose  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  blessing,  . exclaimed;  “  Divel  nor  ane  o*^ 
you  see  beltane  !’'  At  which  the  congregation 
Avere  panic-struck,  thinking  they  were  betrayed  in¬ 
to  the  hands  of  the  Highland  Host,  then  ravaging 
the  country ; .  but  were  relieved  of  their  fears  by  his 
baw'ling  out,  with  an  oath  to  the  door  keeper^ 
“Jamie,  rin  an’  a  sorrow^  to  you,  an’  })ut  thae  sheep 
out  o’  my  kail  yard;”  This  was  nothing  to  the 
the  scandalous  lives  of  others,  who  were  guilty  of 
such  things  as  are  not  even  to  be  named.  It  was 
impossible  the  w’ell-informed  people  of  Scotland 
could  hear  such  men,  setting  their  unscriptural 
w'ill-w'orship  aside; 

John  Brown’s  good  education  was  not  lost.  Be¬ 
sides  being  a  source  of  enjoyment  to  himself,  it  was 
a  benefit  to  the  youth  for  miles' around  him,  who 
were  then  much  neglected.  No  faithful  minister 
was  left  to  in.struct  them.  The  fathei’s  who  used 
to  tell  the  children  what  great  things  the  Lord  had 
done  for  Scotland,  wore  either  banished  or  had 
suffered  death.  To  counteract  the  bad  example 
of  the  wicked,  who  now  walked  on  every  side, 
since  vile  men  were  high  in  place,  every  Monday 
night  he  met  with  these  young  persons  and  in¬ 
structed  them  from  the  Bible  and  the  Confession 
of  Faith.  In  summer,  they  assembled  in  a  sheeps 
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l)ught ;  and  in  winter  they  formed  a  circle  wide 
around  a  large  fire  of  peats  and  candle-coal,  that- 
blazed  in  the  middle  of  the  spence  floor.  Tlie  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  substantial  information  these  rustics 
got  is  felt  to  this  day  in  that  neighbourhood.  John 
Brown  was  not  alone  in  this  good  work.  David 
and  William  Steel  were  help-mates. 

It  was  about  the  year  1680,  that  Priest-hill  got 
acquainted  with  Isabell  W  eir,  in  the  parish  of 
Sorn.  She  was  a  very  superior  woman,  though 
her  disposition  was  the  very  reverse  of  his.  She 
was  lively  and  humorous,  and  could  cheer  up  his 
grave  countenance,  till  he  was  as  animated  as  her¬ 
self:  at  other  times  she  w’ould  sit  and  listen  to  the 
good  sense  of  his  conversation  with  the  simplicity 
of  a  child.  She  saw  him  often,  for  he  had  fre¬ 
quently  business  to  transact  with  her  lather,  when 
he  passed  to  and  from  Ayr.  They  often  talked  of 
Zion’s  trouble  ;  and,  what  was  remarkable,  when 
he  sought  her  in  marriage,  he  told  her  he  felt  a 
foreboding  in  Ins  mind  that  he  would  one  day  be 

called  to  seal  the  church’s  testimonv  with  his  blood. 

•/ 

If  it  should  be  so,  she  nobly  answered,  through  af¬ 
fliction  and  death  I  will  be  your  comfort.  The 
Lord  has  promised  me  grace,  and  he  will  give  you 
glory.* 

After  this,  the  indulged  ministerst  had  gone  so 
far  in  the  cour.se  of  defection,  that  the  more  con¬ 
scientious  sufferers  had  none  they  could  hear  after 
the  death  of  Cameron  and  Cargil.  They  resolved 
to  form  themselves  into  socicties  to  meet  quarterly, 
of  members  delegated  from  their  weekly  prayer- 
meetings.  The  second  of  these  quarterly  meetings 
took  place  at  Priesthill,  February,  1682,  where  they 
made  a  contribution  to  send  a  young  man  to  IIol- 

*Crookshank. 

tThese  were  person?  who  were  indulged^  or  'permitted  to  exer¬ 
cise  their  ministry^  on  coming  under  certain  obligations,  to  which 
the  more  conscientious  could  not  submit. 
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laud,  to  be  licensed  as  preacher  to  them.  The 
I'ruits  ol’tliis  brought  forward  Mr.  Reiiwick,  of  glo¬ 
rious  memory.  And  these  meetings,  for  no  other 
end  than  to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  serving  God,  free 
from  the  impositions  of  men,  were  counted  sedi- 
tiou.s,  and  the  members  punished  with  death.  What 
a  dreadful  state  was  Scotland  in  then,  when  God’s 
peoj)le  were  counted  her  enemies  ! 

About  two  months  after  this,  FricsthHl  was  mar¬ 
ried  by  Mr.  Peden,  who  happened  to  be  in  Kyle 
ba[>tizing  children.  The  marriage  took  place  in 
a  glen,  near  the  house.  When  Isabell  and  her 
coinpany  arrived  at  the  spot,  they  were  surprized 
at  the  assembly  gathered.  Mr.  Peden  welcomed 
her,  and  said,  These  are  to  bo  witnesses  of  your 
vows.  They  are  all  friends,  and  have  come  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives  to  hear  God’s  word,  and  to  coun¬ 
tenance  his  ordinance  of  marriage.  After  all  was 
over,  Mr.  Peden  took  Isabell  aside,  and  said,  “You 
have  got  a  good  husbamb  value  him  highly ;  keep 
linen  for  a  winding-sheet  beside  you ;  for  in  a  day 
when  you  least  expect,  thy  master  will  be  taken 
from  thy  head.  In  him  the  image  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  is  too  visible  to  pass  uimoticed  by  those 
who  drive  the  chariot  wheels  of  persecution  through 
the  breadth  and  length  of  bleeding  Scotland.  But 
fear  not,  thou  shalt  be  comforted.”* 

There  is  something  in  the  human  heart  that  puts 
the  eyil  day  far  away.  She  could  not  think  it  pos¬ 
sible,  that  one  so  blameless  as  her  husband  could 
be  considered  an  enemy  to  any.  However  the 

A'  ^ 

kind  warning  had  this  good  efi'ect  op  them  both, 

*See  Peden*s  Life  in  the  Scots  Worthies.  '  From  incidents  and 
anticipations  of  this  kind,  some  have  weakly  imagined,  that  this 
worthy  minister  was  endowed^  with  the  ofpropliecy ;  whereas, 
no  more  appears,  than  that  hepossessed  a  natural,  or,  if  yon  will, 
a  spiritual  sagacity,  by  which  he  could  perceite  that,  in  the  tem¬ 
per  of  those  times,  a  man  of  Jolm  Brown's  decision  of  character, 
and  zeal  for  divine  institutions,  was  not  likely  to  escape  the  fury 
of  the  enemy. 
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that  none  of  the  trilles  that  make  such  havoc  upon 
domestic  peace  were  regarded  by  them. 

John  Brown  had  by  a  former  wife,  a  little  girl 
about  five  years  of  age,  w  ho,  on  the  morning  alter 
his  marriage,  lifted  the  latch  of  the  spence  door, 
and  finding  Isabell  alone,  said,  while  she  covered 
her  face  shily  with  her  arm,  “  They  say  ye  are  my 
mother:”  “What  if  I  should  be  your  mother?” 
replied  Isabell.  “Naething,  but  if  I  thought  ye 
were  my  mother,  I  would  like  lo  come  in  aside 
you  a  wee,”  said  Jennie,  with  artless  simplicity.  I 
hope  I  w'ill  be  your  mother,  my  bairn,  and  that 
God  will  give  me  grace  to  be  so,  and  that  you  will 
be  a  comfort  to  me  and  your  father.”  And  she 
proved  so.  When  but  a  child  she  w'as  a  help  and 
a  pleasure  to  them  :  She  would  wuitch  her  father’s 
return,  and  as  soon  as  she  saw'  his  pack  horse*  at 
a  distance,  coming  along  the  bent,  s!ie  would  an¬ 
nounce  the  joyful  tidings.  Then  the  gudewife 
hasted,  and  made  ready  his  milk  porriilge,  had 
them  dished,  covered  with  a  clean  cloth,  and  warm 
water  to  wash  his  weary  feet,  a  blazing  fire,  a  clean 
hearth  ;  and  she  an«l  Janet  w'ould  go  out  and  wel¬ 
come  him  home,  and  help  him  off  with  his  horse’s 
load. 

The  domestic  peace  an<l  comfort  of  Priesthill  i.s' 
talked  of  to  this  day;  and  many  anecdotes  are  told, 
and  one  among  the  rest,  that  illustrates  the  pre¬ 
cept  of  hospitality  do  strangers,  for  thereby  some 
have  entertained  angels  unawares.  The 'second 
year  after  his  marriage,  one  night  in  the  beginning 
of  winter,  John  Browm  had  gone  to.a  neighbour’s 
house:  The  family  at  home  wore  prq^uring  the 
wool  of  their  flocks  for  hoden  gray  clotn.  'to  sell  at 
Low'rie’s  fair  in  Hamilton.  The  shepherd  car<led 
the  black  and  white  w  ool  together,  for  .the  women' 

*Can*Iers  in  those  days  were  unacquainted  wdh  the  luxury  of 
wheel-carts ;  and  there  were  no  toll-roads  on  which  wheels  could, 
turn. 
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to  spin  :  Janet  and  the  herd  boy  were  teasing  for 
the  carder :  The  gudevvife  sat  nursing  her  first 
born  son  at  one  side  of  tlie  fire  ;  when  the  dog, 
which  lay  at  full  length  at  the  other,  started  up,  and 
ran  to  the  door,  barking  at  the  approach  of  a  stran¬ 
ger.  Isabell  thought  it  would  be  her  husband  re¬ 
turned,  and  was  about  to  rise  to  meet  him.  Janet 
and  the  herd  were  almost .  as  soon  at  the  door  as 
thedog,  and  calling  to  him,  “Whisht,  Collie,  whisht, 
you  mu’na  speak  to  the  unco  man.”  The  herd 
caught  the  dog  in  his  arms,  and  returned  with  him 
into  the  house,  while  Janet  followed,  leading  a 
stranger,  first  looking  to  her  mother  for  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  then  to  her  guest.  She  led  him  to  her 
father’s  chair,  with  a  courtesy  that  seemed  to  give 
rise  to  strong  emotions  in  his  heart. 

The  stranger  was  young  in  years,  of  a  little  stat¬ 
ure,  and  fine  fair  countenance,  but  he  was  pale 
with  fatigue  and  sickness.  His  shoes  were  worn 
out ;  a  shepherd’s  plaid  hung  round  him,  seeming¬ 
ly  for  disguise,  for  by  his  dress  and  speech  he  seem¬ 
ed  of  a  superior  rank.  While  the  servants  gazed 
on  him,  the  gudewife  did  not  know  whether  she 
should  welcome  him  as  a  sufferer,  or  consider  him 
as  a  spy  ;  so  she  left  Janet  to  perform  the  kind  of¬ 
fices  the  stranger  required,  while  she  lulled  her  boy 
to  sleep,  by  singing  a  verse  of  an  old  song. 

While  the  gudewife  sang,  the  stranger’s  face 
brightened  up,  and  he  more  cheerfully  accepted 
the  child’s  endearing  attentions,  who  placed  him 
in  the  warmest  corner,  helped  him  off  with  his 
dreeping  plaid,  imitating  all  the  kind  offices  she 
had  seen  her  mother  perform  to  her  father,  to  the 
no  small  amusement  of  the  rest  of  the  family.  On 
the  stranger  it  had  a  different  effect.  He  burst  in¬ 
to  tears,  and  cried,  “  May  the  blessing  of  him  that 
is  ready  to  perish  rest  upon  you,  my  dear  bairn. 
Surely  God  has  heard  my  cry,  and  provided  me  a 
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place  to  rest  my  head  for  the  night.  O  that  I  had 
in  the  wilderness  a  lodging-place  for  w'ayfaring 
men,  that  I  might  leave  my  people  and  go  from 
them ;  for  they  be  an  assembly  of  treacherous  men." 

Just  as  he  had  finished,  John  Brown  entered. 
He  gazed  at  him,  and  with  great  deference  bade 
him  welcome  to  his  house.  “  Do  you  know  me  ?” 
said  the  stranger.  “  I  think  I  do,”  said  John  Brown, 
It  was  in  this  house  that  the  societies  met  that  con¬ 
tributed  to  send  vou  to  Holland,  and  now  I  fear 
they  have  not  received  you  (at  least  some  of  them) 
as  they  ought.”  “  Their  reproach  has  not  broken 
my  heart,”  said  Mr.  llenwdck,*  (for  it  was  he, 
though  he  was  not  named  before  the  family,)  but 
the  excessive  travelling,  night  wanderings,  unsea¬ 
sonable  sleep,  frequent  preaching  in  all  weathers, 
especially  in  the  night,  has  so  debilitated  me,  that  I 
am  unfit  often  for  niy  work.  The  reproach  of  those 
who  called  me  to  the  ministry,  I  look  upon  as  a 
device  of  the  enemy  to  stop  the  Lord’s  work  ;  but 
l)lessed  be  his  grace  that  has  kept  me  from  mix¬ 
ing  anger  or  scorn  of  them  wdth  my  sorrow.  Some 
have  declared,  that  I  will  never  be  honoured  of  the 
Lord  to  do  his  poor  remnant  good.  But  one  thing 
I  know,  and  may  say,  that  the  Lord  has  done  me 
good.  Oh !  let  none  fear  a  suffering  lot.  Enemies 
think  themselves  satisfied  that  we  are  put  to  wan¬ 
der  in  mosses,  and  upon  mountains ;  but  even 
amidst  the  storms  of  these  last  tw^o  nights,  I  can¬ 
not  express  what  sweet  times  I  have  had,  when  I 
had  no  covering  but  the  dark  curtains  of  the  night. 
Yea,  in  the  silent  watch,  my  mind  was  led  out  to 
admire  the  deep  and  inexpressible  ocean  of  joy, 
wherein  the  whole  family  of  heaven  swim.  Each 
star  lead  me  to  wonder  what  he  must  be  who  is 

*The  last  who  siiffei  ed  death  in  Scotland  for  the  sake  of  truth 
and  a  p-ood  conscience.  He  was  executed  in  Edinburarh*  Feb. 
17th, 1688. 
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called  tl>e  Star  of  .lacoh,  whom  all  stairs  borrow 
their  shining.  Indeed,  if  i  may  term  it,  I  am  oblig¬ 
ed  to  enemies,  they  have  covered  me  many  a  ta¬ 
ble  in  the  wildernes.'^,  and  have  made  me  friends 
where  1  never  e.\pecie<l  Ihem.’’^ 

lien  he  had  ceased  speaking,  every  one  of  the 
family  strove  to  do  him  some  kindne.ss.  The  shep¬ 
herd  brought  him  clean  hose  and  shoes;  the  herd 
his  new  mght-cap  ;  the  lasses  left  tlieir  wheels  and 
washed  his  feet ;  the  gudewife  j)repared  liim  a 
warm  supper;  while  little  Janet,  vvornmit,  was  fast 
asleep  at  his  side. 

Ho  remained  another  night  with  them,  and  was 
greatly  bettered  in  health.  It  was  a  time  of  re¬ 
freshing  to  the  I’aniily,  from  on  high. 

In  those  days,  hosj)italily  was  with  many,  in  re¬ 
ality  what  it  ought  to  be,  purely  e.xercised  for  God’s 
glory,  and  without  dis[)lay  of  grandeur.  The  mo¬ 
tives  were  like  silver  tried  ;  it  was  at  the  risk  of  all, 
even  life.  Hence,  the  joy  of  such  pure  intercourse 
was  sweet,  beyom!  description.  As  iron  sharpen- 
cth  iron,  so  doth  the  face  of  man  his  friend.  Ren- 
wick  and  Priestiiill  talked  of  the  sufferings  of  the. 
church,  her  testimony,  her  covenanted  cause,  and 
her  ultimate  triumph.  Yes,  they  had  more  com¬ 
fort  in  the  faith  that  C!iri.st  would  one  day  be  head 
over  all  things.  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords, 
than  the  wicked  have,  when  corn  and  wine  do 
most  abound. 

Mr.  M’Ward.  who  was  some  time  minister  of  the 
Tron  Church,  Glasgow,  wrote  a  long  letter  from 
Holland  to  the  sufferers,  concluding  with  these 
remarkable  words  :  “  Though  all  the  powers  on 
earth  should  combine  to  settle  the  Supremacy  on 
the  head  of  a  mortal,  the  immortal  God  shall,  with 
the  omninotent  power  of  his  arm,  shake  the  usurp¬ 
er  out  of  his  seat,  and  settle  the  throne  of  his 

*Renwick's  Letters. 
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Anointed  upon  the  ruin  of  his  adversaries.  Hatl> 
Christl ughthis  crow  n  and  sceptre  w  ith  his  blood  ? 
Arid  hath  he  such  a  right  and  title  to  it  ?  And 
hath  he  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  for  secu¬ 
ring  him  the  possession  of  his  purchase?  And 
shall  any  mortal  ofier  to  mount  his  throne,  pull  the 
crown  from  his  head,  and  clothe  himself  with  the 
spoils  of  the  Mediator’s  honour !  and  keep  him¬ 
self  in  possession  of  what  he  has  taken  from  the 
Son  of  God  !  O  vain  attempt !  What  says  the 
second  Psalm  ?  O  let  them  read  their  doom  in 
verses  4th  and  5th.  He  shall  dash  them  in  pieces. 
His  crown  shall  flourish  on  his  own  head,  and  his 
enemies  will  he  clothe  with  shame,  who  dared  to 
take  it  by  our  laws.”  They  comforted  themselves 
in  these  hopes,  and  with  the  assurance  that  the 
Lord  w'ould  one  day  return  to  Scotland,  and  that 
the  place  of  his  feet  w  ould  be  glorious. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Renwick  left  Priesthill,  his  fol¬ 
lowers  and  he  published  their  Apologetic  Declara¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Renwick  was  at  first  averse  to  the 
measure,  but  at  last  agreed. 

The  circumstances  of  the  times  Avere  dismal, 
says  Crookshank’s  History.  The  societies  that 
had  made  choice  of  Mr.  Renwick  for  their  minis¬ 
ter,  w’ere  now  exposed  to  the  w  hole  vengeance  of 
the  government.  The  seaports  were  shut,  that 
none  could  leave  the  kingdom.  They  were 
pursued  by  bloody  and  merciless  soldiers.  The 
whole  country  was  sworn  to  discover  them,  and 
bound  from  giving  them  meat,  drink  or  lodgings. 
Secret  spies  were  hired  to  find  out  their  haunts,  or 
any  who  shewed  them  the  least  kindness.  They 
were  put  from  under  the  protection  of  their  own 
country.  No  terms  were  allow’ed  them  but  a  re¬ 
nouncing  of  principles,  and  swallowing  those  oaths 
by  which  thousands  were  involved  in  the  horrid 
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guilt  of  perjury. — ^What  can  we  think  of  that  tree 
which  produced  such  fruit  ? 

It  was  under  such  circumstances  that  the  Apolo¬ 
getic  Declaration’  was  published.  In  it  may  be 
seen  a  spirit  still  in  Scotland,  that  dared  to  be  free 
from  tyranny ;  a  spirit  that  animated  the  first  Re¬ 
formers  :  that  would,  one  day,  speak  terrible  things 
in  righteousness. 

“  Yes,  thy  proud  lords,  unpitied  land !  shall  see 
That  man  hath  yet  a  soul,  and  dare  be  free, 

A  little  while,  along  thy  saddening  plains, 

The  starless  night  of  desolation  reigns : 

Truth  shall  restore  the  light  by  Nature  given. 

And  like  Prometheus,  bring  the  fire  of  heaven: 

Prone  to  the  dust,  oppression  shall  be  hurl’d ; 

Her  name,  her  nature,  wither  fi'om  the  world.’'* 

Although  this  effort  of  freedom  was  like  the 
child  threshing  the  mountain,  and  its  consequence 
apparently  the  same,  save,  that  the  church  on  this 
account  suffered  much  ;  the  court-party  making  it 
a  pretence  for  sending  more  soldiers  on  the  coun¬ 
try,  particularly  about  Lanark,  vainly  thinking  that 
it  would  never  be  well  with  them  till  the  SoJith  and 
West  of  Scotland  were  made  a  hunting  field  ;  and 
the  better  to  e.vecute  this,  any  soldier  in  the  ranks 
had  liberty  to  shoot  all  they  thought  suspicio'its,  and 
it, was  not  long  till  there  was  scarce  a  mountain  in 
th‘3  west  of  Scotland  but  was  flowered  with  martyrs,  t 
'The  society  that  met  at  Priesthill  was  soon  bro¬ 
ken  up.  John  Wilson,  and  John  Smith  of  Lesma- 
hago,  were  shot  by  Colonel  Buchan  and  Laird  of- 
Ljee,  in  February,  1685.  John  Brown  of  Black¬ 
ly  ood  in  the  same  parish,  was  shot  in  the  begin- 
r.ing  of  March  following,  by  Lieutenant  Murray, 
After  the  promise  of  quarter.  The  pure  snow  then 
on  the  ground,  was  stained  with  his  blood.  His 

’  *  Campbell.  ^  t  Hou wick's  Letters  to  Sir  Robert  Hamilton. 
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corpse  \vas  buried,  uuder  cloud  of  liigbt,  near  (<» 
ihe  spot  wiierc  lie  was  treachcrousiy  slain. 

r^Iiirray  intiivl;  r  j'lieh  as  godly  Erov/ii 

E  It  couLl  r.ot  rob  Idiii  ot'liial  glorion.5  crown 
lie  now  Oivjuy^.  ills  credit,  not  his  cilnic, 

^Vas  non-compliance  with  a  wicked  time. 

These  lines  are  inscribed  on  the  stone  that  covers- 
his  grave. 

After  this,  John  Brown  could  not  continue  his 
business  of  Carrier,  tliough  he  had  no  hand  in  the 
Apologetic  Declaration.  His  opinion  (and  his 
conduct  was  consistent  witli  it)  was,  that  he  ouglit 
to  live  in  an  enemy’s  country,  ami  willioitl  sin. 
Yet  he  was  often  obliged  to  bctalx*  to  the  high 
lands  cf  Kyle,  and  of  Laiiarkshire,  and  to  bear  the 
cliilhng  cold  cf  ■Marcli  and  April  winds,  with 
the  more  bitter  blasts  of  ncrsccuticn.  Still, 
however,  amidst  tiic  storms  of  nature,  and  of  the 
political  heavens,  he  had  the  rainbow  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  around  his  head,  and  enjoyed  a  freedom  and 
pleasure  that  his  enemies  could  not  rob  him  of. 

On  one  of  tliose  days,  when  driven  from  his* 
home,  he  fled  for  refuge  to  a  deep  ravine,  or. moss 
hag,  that  had  been  formed  by  tlie  current  of  a 
water-spout,  carrying  shrubs,  soil,  moss,  am'  all 
before  it,  to  the  dale  land  beneath,  leaving  u 
frightful  chasm,  amidst  a  vast  field  of  heath,  its 
deep  mossy  sides  made  it  inn,cccssible  to  strang  ers  : 
only  the  neighbouring  husbandmen  knew  wl.  ere 
the  brackens  liid  .tlie  rocks,  whose  sheivy  skies 

Cloud  of  Wiluci^srs. 

A  very  interesting  account  of  the  death  of  John  Brovrn  appiear- 
ed  in  Blackwood's  .Slagazine,  sonic*  time  after  this  was  wrilheu  : 
but  the  v/riter  has  cunfounded  the  account  of  John  Browi.  (»f 
.Blackwmod  parish,  with  that  cf  his  namesake  of  Priesthill ;  a) n  I 
the  house  on  the  Muir,  with  that  in  Muirkirk. — The  house  on  tk.a 
Muir  was  where  Caldwell,  Kersiand,  and  the  gentlemen  of  Ren¬ 
frewshire,  rendezvoused  on  their  way  to  join  Colonel  Wallace,  aiai 
ihe  company  who  fell  at  Pcnlland.  Wolrow,  \’ol.  i.  Appondir  v 
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conducted  to  the  bottom.  In  the  sides  of  this 
natural  alley,  were  dens  and  caves,  sufficient  to 
hide  a  large  company.  In  one  of  these,  Priesthill  ’ 
intended  to  spend  the  day  in  prayer ;  and  had  be¬ 
gun  to  pour  out  his  soul,  in  the  words  of  Lamen¬ 
tations  iii.  40,  and  downwards,  when  a  sweet  sound 
reached  his  ear,  that  seemed  to  proceed  from  an- 
nother  part  of  the  moss  hag.  At  first  it  was  a  soft 
under  voice,  as  if  afraid  to  be  heard,  but  soon  rose 
above  all  fear,  joined  with  others ;  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  Psalm  was  distinctly  sung  — 

Because  I  am  brought  very  low, 

Attend  unto  my  cry ; 

Me  from  my  persecutors  sa  ve. 

Who  stronger  are  than  I. 

F rom  prison  bring  my  soul,  that  I 
Thy  name  may  glorify. 

The  just  shall  compass  me  when  thou 

•  With  me  deal’st  bounteously, 

'•  It  is  the  hallowed  sound  of  praising  God ;  and 
by  some  fellow'-sufferers ;  said  John  Brown,  as  he 
arose  from  his  knees,  to  search  them  out.  And  to 
liis  no  small'  joy,  found  out  David  and  William 
Steel  his  neighbours,  and  Joseph  Wilson  from  Les- 
mahago,  in  the  cleft  of  a  rock  that  had  jutted  half¬ 
way  into  the  ravine.  David  Steel  had  a  narrow 
escape  the  day  before  this.  When  just  about  to 
begin  the  morning  worship,  one  cried  but,  “  There 
is  the  enemy  coming.”  He  arose  with  the  Bible 
under  his  arm,  and,  without  knowing  what  he  was 
about,  went  into  the  byre,  and  laid  himself  down 
in  an  empty  cow-stall,  putting  the  Bible  on  his 
breast.  His  wife,  equally  unconscious,  turned  over 
him  a  heap  of  bedding,  just  as  the  soldiers  entered 
the  place.  They  stabbed  the  straw  where  he  lay, 
but  the  Bible  received  the  point  of  the  sword,  and  . ' 
they  left  the  house  without  finding  their  victim, 

2* 
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AVilliam  Steel’s  house  was  near  at  hand,  and  was 
also  searched.  His  wife  had  locked  him  in  her 
clothes-press.  After  they  searched  every  place 
without  success,  and  had  left  the  house,  a  soldier 
returned  and  said  to  the  gudewife,  “Mistress  ne.xt 
time  you  hide,  hide  better :  part  of  your  husband’s 
coat  is  locked  without  your  press  and  with  these 
words,  he  left  her  to  join  his  company.  After  he 
was  gone,  to  her  amazement,  sire  found  it  as  the 
soldier  had  said.  It  was  to  avoid  such  harassing 
scenes,  that  flrey  had  all  fled  to  the  ravine ;  and 
they,  found  to  their  sweet  e.vperience,  this  dreary 
waste  a  Bethel;  and  in  their  harrassings  and  hidings 
as  it  was  with  Moses  on  the  mount,  nearest  Gcd 
when  farthest  from  creature  comforts.  All  day, 
they  read  God’s  word  and  prayed  by  turns ;  and 
during  the  dark  and  silent  watches  of  the  night,  by 
turns  they  prayed  and  praised. 

The  seventy-fourth  Psalm  was  deeply  iniprinted 
on  their  memories,  from  its  being  remarkably  de¬ 
scriptive  of  their  situation.  The  whole  of  it  was 
sung  about  midnight ;  and  while  the  wind  carried 
the  sound  to  the  dale  land  below,  faith  carried  the 
matter  up  to  heaven.  It  entered  the  ear  of  the 
God  of  sabaoth,  through  the  highly  o.valted  Inter¬ 
cessor,  for  his  sufl’ering  church.  And  though  the 
Lord  waited  to  be  gracious,  as  the  cup  of  wicked¬ 
ness  that  the  Stuart  race  was  to  fill  had  not  come 
to  the  brim,  they  were  to  fill  it :  but  he  sent  the 
Comforter  to  uphold  them  with  peace  and  joy,  in 
believing  that  it  was  Jes^ts’  cause  they  were  suft'er- 
ing  for.  And  though  counted  as  slaughter  sheep, 
they  were  fed  in  green  pastures,  and  drank  of  that 
river  of  life,  whose  divine  infltiences  refreshed  their 
souls,  passing  all  understanding.  They  felt  a 
peace  that  made  them  loath  to  part.  Every  one 
was  sensible  that  the  presence  of  God  had  been 
with  them.  It  was  in  tliis  spirit  that  these  poor 
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haunted  saints  spent  (he  time  till  morning  dawned, 
and  the  lark  arose  above  their  heads,  joiniiig  his 
note  with  theirs,  in  praise  to  God  for  the  light  of 
another  day. 

William  Steel,  Vv  ho  escaped  death  from  the  pcr- 
'  secutors,  and  lived  many  years  after  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  salt!  often,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  in  his  life 
that  he  would  wish  to  enjoy  over  again,  it  was  that 
in  which  he  sufFercd  persecution ;  especially  that 
day  and  night  he  spent  in  the  moss  luig.  Tlicy  all 
thought  it  would  be  their  last  meeting  on  earth. 
Ke  was  the  first  that  ascended  from  the  ravine,  to 
look  if  the  enemy  were  in  view  ;  and  it  being  a 
clear  morning,  ami  no  person  in  sight,  they  all  fol¬ 
lowed,  and  were  standing  to  consult  on  tb.c  sener- 
ate  paths  they  would  take  home,  to  prevent  them 
from  l)eing  seen,  when  they  were  struck  silent  by 
a  voice,  sweeter  than  any  thinir  they  had  ever  heard, 
passing  o\er  the  ravine,  singing  tliesc  words  : — 

Oh  !  t’  .o  prisoners’  sl.^l  s  ascr'nd 
BfTorn  thy  si?;ht  on  hi^n  ; 

Prosorvo  tViose  hy  tliy  ml,2:hty  power, 

That  are  ordainc  J  to  die. 

And  again,  while  they  stood  speechless,  another 
voice  suriff,  in  tones  of  exultation : — 

Thoii2:h  ye  have  lain  among  the  pots, 

Like  doves  ye  shall  apjtear, 

Whose  wings  with  silver,  and  w'ith  gold 
AV  hose  feathers  covered  are. 

After  standing  for  some  time  looking  at  one  anoth¬ 
er,  some  of  them  thought  they  had  left  other  wor¬ 
shippers  in  the  moss  hag.  Others  thought  that  the 
sound  echoed  from  a  greater  distance.  “  Whoev¬ 
er  or  wherever  the  words  came  from,  we  have  lit¬ 
tle  concern,”  said  John  Brown  ;  “  one  thing  we  may 
take  comfort  from ;  they  arc  God’s  words  to  his 
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church  in  affliction ;  and  that  is  our  situation.  Who 
lye  among  the  pots  ?  We  scullions,  black  in  the 
opinion  of  our  enemies.  But  God  sees  us  not  as 
man  sees  us,  but  compares  us  to  doves  ;  doves  on 
the  wing,  whose  feathers  of  gold  and  silver  are 
best  seen  while  they  Hy.  It  may  be,  we  are  on  the 
wing  to  an  eternal  world,  and  this  Bethel  meeting 
is  preparing  us  to  mount  up  with  wings  like  eagles. 
If  so,  let  us  keep  in  mind,  that  we  have  nothing  to 
boast  of,  but  grace,  grace :  unto  it  is  our  acknow¬ 
ledgment.”  While  he  spoke  his  countenance 
beamed  the  pleasantest  ever  they  had  seen  ;  and 
when  he  parted  from  them,  they  stood  and  looked 
after  him.  It  was  the  last  time  they  saw  him  in 
life,  and  the  last  time  they  heard  him  speak.  “  He 
had  a  most  uncommon  talent  in  communicating 
information  and  consolation  to  others,  and  when 
he  came  himself  to  be  tried,  he  was  not  left  a  cast¬ 
away.”'*^ 

(to  be  continued.) 

^Wodrow. 


REVIEW. 

A  discourse  delivered  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cedar  St. 
on  Sabbath  Morning,  Feb.  27th,  1825  ;  on  occa.-^ion  of  the  death 
of  John  B.  Romeyn,  D.D.  By  Stephen  Rowan,  D.D.  pastor 
of  the  eighth  Presbyterian  church,  New-York,  1825.  pp.  43, 
octavo. 

In  a  preceding  review,  we  have  given  our  opin¬ 
ion  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  discourses,  and  the 
danger  of  preaching  men,  instead  of  Christ ;  at 
the  same  time  we  think  it  proper  to  avail  ourselves 

of  the  information  furnished,  on  the  history  of  the 

•/ 

church  in  our  own  times,  by  their  publication. 
We  were  shown  by  Dr.  Romeyn,  about  two  years 
before  his  death,  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  presbytery  of  New-York ;  consisting,  w'C 
think,  of  about  22  ministers,  in  which  Dr.  R.  was 
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the  senior.  Hence,  it  appears  that  in  fourteen 
years  from  the  time  of  liis  settlement  in  tlie  pas¬ 
toral  clmrge  of  a  congregation  m  that  city,  a  whole 
I'cnerafion  of  ministers  liad  passed  away,  from 
tlie  beiiianing  of  tlie  last  century,  New- York,  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  Clnistian  denominations,  now 
sees  the  third  generation  of  Clergy.  JJr.  M’Leod 
and  Dr.  Kuypers  are  the  only  ministers  now  set¬ 
tled  in  charges  in  the  city,  w  ho  w  ere  there,  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century ;  Dr.  M’Leod  was  or¬ 


dained  in  1801.  Oftiiese  facts  we  are  reminded 
by  this  discourse  respecting  the  life  and  death  of 
Dr.  llomcyn.  In  vie w^  of  them  the  text  of  the 
preacher  contains  an  important  adnronition  to  all, 
and  especially  to  ministers  of  the  gospel,  that  they 
may  expect  soon  to  be  called  to  give  an  account 
of  their  stewardship.  “The  righteous  perisheth 
and  no  man  layelh  it  to  heart,  and  the  merciful 
men  are  taken  aw'ay ;  none  considering  that  the 
righteous  are  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come. 
He  shall  enter  into  peace  :  they  shall  rest  in  their 
beds,  each  one  w  alking  in  his  uprightness.”  Isaiah 
chap.  Ivii,  verses  1,2.  , 

About  twxmty  pages  of  this  sermon  are  occupi¬ 
ed  in  a  judicious  commentary  on  the  text,  and  such 
practical  observations  as  arc  calculated  to  be 
useful.  The  preacher  docs  not  choose  a  text 
merely  as  a  jnetty  motto  prefixed  to  a  dissertation 
w  ith  which  it  1ms  no  doctrinal  connection — a  kind 
of  preaching  by  far  too  common.  Did  congrega¬ 
tions  always  hear  scripture  expounded  by  their 
m'nistors  in  the  lucid  doctrinal  manner  of  this 
sermon,  there  would  be  less  reason  to  mourn  over 
the  low  state  of  religious  knowledge  among  pro¬ 
fessors.  c  aro  much  pleased  with  the  style, 
manner  of  exposition,  and  doctrine  of  this  dis-' 
course.  From  this  part  of  the  discussion  w’C  give 
the  follow'ing  extract,  as  it  contaias  the  view's  w'hich 
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an  able  and  well  informed  divine  has  formed  re¬ 
specting  the  moral  and  religious  state  of  the  great¬ 
est  city  in  the  Union — a  city  which  must  have  a 
powerful  influence  on  the  affairs  of  both  church 
and  state,  in  the  United  States. 

“  And  peradventure  he  has  been  taken  away 
from  the  evils  to  come  upon  this  city,  in  respect  to 
the  standing  and  usefulness  of  his  ministerial 
brethren.  In  consequence  of  the  acknowledged 
faults  and  infirmities  of  all, — for  w'e  are  )nen  of 
like  passions  with  yourselves, — but  more  by  the  arts 
and  influence  of  those  w'ho  have  been  actuated  by 
motives  of  personal  and  party  hostility ;  or  by  im¬ 
moral  or  infidel  principles ;  strenuous  eflbrts  are 
making  in  this  community  to  lessen  the  public 
respect  for  the  ministerial  office,  and  public  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  ministerial  character.  And  those  efforts 
have  been  but  too  successful,  in  consequence  of 
the  apathy,  the  indifference,  the  caution,  of  the  pro¬ 
fessed  friends  of  religion  and  morality.  We  plead 
for  no  respect  for  the  ministerial  character  to  which 
it  is  not  entitled  by  the  authority  of  God,  and  its 
own  consistency.  But  we  have  a'  right  to  look 
from  our  friends,  for  their  ozvn  sakes,  for  their  en¬ 
couragement  and  defence,  when  we  are  undeserv¬ 
edly  vilified  and  abused.  I  say  for  their  own  sakes f 
because  we  have  as  little  at  .stake  in  the  increase 
of  vice  as  themselves ;  and  by  retiring  w'e  may  find 
the  post  of  honour  to  be  a  private  station.  I  say, 
for  their  own  sakes  :  for  after  these  violators  of  the 
laws  of  God,  and  these  enemies  to  the  interests  of 
the  church,  shall  have  prostrated  our  altars ;  after 
they  shall  have  ascertained  that  one  day  in  seven  is 
too  much  for  God,  and  shall  give  him  only  the 
tenth  as  they  did  in  France ;  after  they  shall  prove 
to  the  satisfaction  of  fools,  that  the  immortalitv 
which  the  gospel  has  brought  to  light  is  nothing 
but  a  dream,  and  have  decreet!  death  to  be  ajr 
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rternal  sleep ;  after  they  shall  have  established  all 
the  deism  of  the  English  radicals,  and  all  the  athe¬ 
ism  of  revolutionary  France;  shall  they  have 
taken  their  vengeance  on  the  clergy  merely .?  Shall 
it  not  rather  be  poured  upon  those  calculating, 
temporising  Christians,  who,  ^shrugging  their 
«houl<lers,  assent,  without  examination,  to  the  un¬ 
founded  charges  brought  against  their  ministers  ? 
Fes !  those  very  men  will  sec  tlie  Hood-gates  of 
wickedness  opened  on  our  city  ;  they  will  see  all 
the  ligaments  of  society  rent  assun<ter ;  they  will 
see  the  morals  of  their  sons  and  their  daughters  de- 
1  praved  in  this  world,  and  their  souls  writhing  in 
the  torments  of  the  world  to  come.  For  myself, 

1  forbode  dreadful  things  for  the  morals  of  this 
community,  by  the  growing  disrespect  for  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  the  institutions  of  religion.  And  from 
this  evil,  my  deceased  brother  has  perhaps  been 
taken  away.  At  all  events,  he  has  been  taken 
away  from  the  evil  of  suffering  and  of  sin.  ‘  He 
rests  from  his  labours,  and  his  works  follow  him.’ 
He  has  entered  into  peace.”  pp.  18,  19 

We  now  proceed  to  give  a  short  abstract  of  the 
life  of  Dr.  llomeyn,  from  this  discourse,  as  the 
whole  is  too  long  for  insertion.  He  was  born  at 
Marbletowm,  Ulster  county,  in  the  State  of  New'- 
York,  8th  of  November  1777.  Ilis  father,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Theodoric  Romeyn,  was  sometime  pastor  of 
the  United  Reformed  Dutch  congregations  of 
Hackensack  and  Schnclenburgh,  (N.J.)  and  after¬ 
wards  of  that  of  Schenectady  ;  he  was  a  professor 
of  theology,  and  of  deservedly  high  standing  in  the 
church.  Mr.  John  B.  Romeyn,  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  received  his  grammar  school  education, 
in  the  academy  at  Schenectady,  which  was  the 
germ  of  Union  College.  At  the  age  of  17,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  senior  class  in  Columbia  College,  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  was  graduated  in  1795,  at 
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ihe  curly  age  of  eighteen.  In  t!ie  year  following 
he  was  admitted  to  the  connunuioii  ol  the  sapper, 
in  liic  iloforincd  Dutch  cont»reiration  of  Sehcncc- 
tady.  He  then  conuneneeu  the  study  of  theology 
under  the  care  of  the  iate  J)r.  Liviniiston,  which 
he  continued  for  two  years,  and  at  tlie  age  of 
about  2  i ,  lie  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel. 
In  the  following  year  he  was  ordained  to  the 
pastoral  charge  of  t lie  ilefornicd  Dutch  congrega¬ 
tion  of  llhinebeck.  in  this  ciiarge  he  continued 
to  labour  for  aliout  five  years,  \\  hen  he  received  a 
caii  from  the  rresbvterian  congregation  of  Sclie- 
nectady,  which  he  accepted,  and  was  translated 
from  llhinebeck  to  Schenectady  in  1 803.  There 
ho  coniinued  but  one  year,  in  1 804  he  was  trans¬ 
lated  from  Schenectady  to  tlie  pastoral  charge  of 
the  Presbyterian'  clmrcii  in  the  city  of  Albany. 
Dr.  ilovvan  says,  (p.  2o,)  “  The  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Albany,  was,  at  that  time,  one  of  the 
most-  intelligent  and  respectable  in  the  United 
States.”  What  does  the  preacher  intimate  by 
the  emphasis  “at  that  time,”  respecting  the  present 
state  of  that  congregation  ?  Here  certainly  was 
presented  an  am[)!e  field  of  usefulness,  lor  an  able 
and  faithful  preacher,  in  a  church  \\hcrc  he  had 
before  him  the  chief  olTicers.  of  the  government  of 
a  great  state.  It  requires  a  more  than  efpial  share 
of  faithfulness  to  reprove  as  boldly  and  directly  the 
vices  of  the  great  as  of  those  in  low  .stations.  He  is 
said  there  to  have  attained  a  very  high  degree  of 
popularity,  during  a  period  of  four  years  that  he  la¬ 
boured  in  that  city. 

In  1 808,  a  new  congregation  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  from  it  there  was  made  upon  Dr.  Romeyn  a 
call,  which  he  accepted.  In  New-York  he  continu¬ 
ed  until  his  death — a  period  of  sixteen  years,  in 
which  time  there  were  added  to  the  congregation 
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under  his  care,  650  persons.  In  regard  to  baptism, 
he  adopted  and  always  practised  what  is  called  the  S 

strict  plan.  He  baptised  the  children  of  professors  ; 

only.  How  strange  that  any  one  professing  to  be  .  ’ 

an  ambassador  of  Christ  Jesus,  should  practice  on 
any  other  plan  ?  Here  the  preacher  remarks,  we  1 

'  think  very  justly :  “To  me  the  test  of  his  faithful-  ' 

ness  was  the  fact  of  his  faithfulness.”  p.  27.  For 
surely  the  faithful  minister  may  “stretch  forth  his  I 

hands  all  the  day  to  a  gainsaying  and  rebellious 
.people.”  At  pp.  28,  29,  Dr.  R.  gives  the  following 
as  traits  in  Dr.  Romeyn’s  character.  ^ 

“  That  assemblage  of  qualities  which  entered  ^ 

into  the  formation  of  his  personal  character,  w'as 
rare  and  excellent.  He  was,  what  has  been  pro¬ 
nounced  ‘the  noblest  work  of  God,’  diW  honest  man ; 
an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  was  no  guile.  And 
never  was  his  comely  visage  more  clouded  with 
blackness,  than  when  he  expressed  abhorrence  of 
duplicity,  discovered  to  have  been  practised  on 
himself  or  his  friends. 

“As  a  man  of  noble,  independent,  liberal,  and 
magnanimous  spirit,  he  furnished  a  specimen  of 
the  moral  sublime  in  human  character.  I  could 
record  instances  without  number :  but  shall  con¬ 
tent  myself  with  naming  his  meekness,  humility^ 
and  gratitude,  when  apprized,  in  a  friendly  man¬ 
ner,  of  any  thing  in  his  con<luct,  which  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  wrong ;  his  magnanimity  and  liberali¬ 
ty,  in  yielding  his  pulpit  to  the  Rev.  Dr,  Mason, 
when  he  fourid  the  limits  of  his  first  place  of  wor¬ 
ship  too  small  for  his  admirers;  and  in  selecting 
his  particular  friend,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander 
M’Leod,  to  supply  his  pulpit  during  his  absence; 
thus  practically  declaring,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Mas¬ 
ter,  they  may  increase,  though  I  may  decrease ; 
and  thus  offering  his  own  reputation  a  sacrifice,  to 
the  preference  of  public  opinion,  if  they  chose  to 
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give  it,  in  favour  of  his  friends.  But  tlie  sacrifice, 
tliough  oftbred,  was  not  immolated.  For  although 
in  those  instances,  he  came  in  collision  with  the 
most  gigantic  intellects  which  have  ever  been 
consecrated  to  the  service  of  God  in  any  church, 
nation,  or  age,  he  sustained  the  ordeal  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  honourable  at  once  to  the  powers  of  his  own 
mind  and  the  attachments  of  his  people.” 

In  these  instances,  indeed,  he  did  give  unequiv¬ 
ocal  evidence  that  he  was  not  jealous  of  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  those  who  stood  high  as  men  of  talents 
in  the  estimation  of  the  public — a  trait  of  a  noble 
and  generous  mind; 

It  was  about  this  time,  when  Dr.  Romeyn  was 
at  the  highth  of  his  reputation,  and  when  he  might 
perhaps  be  considered  as  the  most  distinguished 
minister  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  that  he  visited 
Europe.  One  incident  which  occurred  in  Great 
Britain,  though  omitted  by  the  preacher,  ought  to 
be  recorded.  He  appeared  as  speaker  at  the  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
The  topic  which  he  chose  to  illustrate  in  his  address 
was.  That  all  revolutions  in  Christendom  had  been 
favourable  to  the  spread  of  the  Bible.  Though  we 
have  no  doubt  that  he  was  conducting  it  ably,  yet 
such  a  topic  could  not  be  agreeable  to  Britisli  no¬ 
blemen,  and,  as  might  have  been  expected,  they 
gave  so  strong  symptoms  of  disapprobation  that 
he  was  compelled  to  desist.  He  visited  Holland 
and  France;  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  of  the  latter  country,  we  have  heard 
him  say,  that  he  feared  the  greater  part  of  the 
French  Protestants,  were  Socinians.  Of  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Protestant  church  in  Holland,  he  had  a 
more  favourable  opinion. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-two  the  degree  of  D.  D.  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  college  of  Princeton, 
and  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  merit  of  some 
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individuals  on  whom  this  mark  of  distinction  has 
of  late  been  bestowed,  and  of  the  impropriety  of 
conferring  it  at  so  early  an  age,  we  do  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  say,  that  in  this  instance,  it  was  not  mis¬ 
placed. 

Dr.  Romeyn  did  not  publish  largely  from  the 
press,  but  what  he  did  publish  was  respectably  or- 
thodo.x.  In  conducting  the  Christian’s  Magazine, 
he  was  associated  with  Dr.  Mason,  and  by  his  pen 
contributed  many  valuable  essays  to  enrich  its 
pages.  Ilis  two  volumes  of  sermons  have  been 
republished  in  Europe,  and  abound  with  sound 
doctrine,  well  arranged,  happily  applied,  and  in  a 
style  neat  and  conspicuous. 

He  had  many  flattering  offers  to  occupy  respec¬ 
table  stations  in  our  literary  institutions.  M  hile 
in  Albanv,  “  overtures  were  made  to  him,  to  be- 
come  the  professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Andover.”  He  was  also 
offered  the  Principalship  of  Princeton  college,  and 
the  Presidency  of  Transylvania  University  in  Ken¬ 
tucky.  He  had  calls  from  several  respectable 
congregations  which  he  rejected  ;  as  from  the  Re¬ 
formed  Dutch  congregation  of  Schenectady  to 
become  the  successor  of  his  father  ;  from  the  Park 
streo't  church,  Boston,  and  from  the  Collegiate 
Reformed  Dutch  churches,  New-York. 

Dr.  R.  states  that  he  was  uncommonly  assidu¬ 
ous  in  the  performance  of  catechetical  and  other 
parochial  duties  in  his  congregation  in  New’- York. 
His  style  of  pulpit  oratory  was  perspicuous,  per¬ 
suasive  and  affectionate. 

After  an  enumeration  of  his  e.xcellencies,  the 
preacher  remarks : 

“  And  though  I  might  continue  this  enumeration 
of  e.xcellencies :  yet  I  do  not  assume  for  your  pas¬ 
tor,  as  some  do  pretend  to  assume  for  their  friends 
and  pastors,  an  immaculate  character.  lake  oth- 


28 


Heview  of  Rowan’s  Sermon 

ers,  in  similar  prominent  stations,  he  did  not  es-' 
cape  the  tongue  of  slander — for  who,  "who  can 
stand  before  envy  ?”  And  like  others  he  had  his 
foibles  and  his  laults.  I  knew  in  him  a  restlessness 
of  habitude,  and  an  occasional  irritability  of  tem¬ 
per  ;  1  knew  in  him  a  credulity  in  the  honesty  of 
the  intentions  of  all  w  ho  approached  him,  w  hich 
sometimes  made  him  the  prey  of  the  designing ; 
and  I  knew  in  him  a  sensibility,  which  at  times  de¬ 
generated  into  weakness.  But  notwithstanding 
all  I  knew,  and  I  knew  him  well,  having  for  years 
had  the  most  unreserved  access  to  him  at  all  hours, 
and  in  all  companies,  I  fearlessly  pronounce  him  ‘  a 
man  more  sinned  against  than  sinning.’”  pp. 30, 31. 

We  should  have  been  happy  to  have  had  from 
this  orthodo.v  and  able  preacher,  and  accurate  ob¬ 
server  of  the  state  of  the  churches,  a  delineation  of 
the  course  taken  by  Dr.  Romeyn,  in  relation  to  the 
Hopkinsian  controversy,  which  began,  about  the 
time  of  his  settlement,  in  New-York,  to  agitate  the 
Pre.sbyterian  church,  w'hich  continues  with  ir:creas- 
ing  virulence  its  agitations  to  the  moment  in  w  hich 
we  w'rite, 

- -  ■■  ■  Undique 

Usque  ades  turbatur  agns.” — 

and  which  threatens,  ere  long,  a  more  terrible 
convulsion.  We  think  this  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
structive  chapters  in  his  life,  and  we  are  sorry  it  is 
omitted.  A  few  w’ords  will  dispose  of  what  we 
shall  say  on  this  topic.  He  was  himself,  in  prin¬ 
ciple,  always  on  the  orthodox  side,  as  his  scrnions 
both  published  and  unpublished  testify.  But  he 
did.not  think  that  Hopkinsians  should  be  excluded 
from  the  communion  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
There  are  few  of  the  Hopkinsian  ministers  in  the 
New^-York  Presbytery  wdiom  he  was  not  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  settling  in  their  charges.  We  doubt  not  he 
thought  they  could  be  reclaimed  from  their  errors, 
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but  herein  he  was  himself  in  error.  It  was  not 
long  until  he  founrl  that  Hopkinsians  made  the 
tenets  of  their  school  of  error,  not  only  the  sine 
qua  non  in  all  their  public  transactions,  but  in  their 
private  friendships  too.  They  are  the  persons 
whom  Dr.  Rowan  refers  to  in  the  article  extracted 
above,  as  “sinning  against”  Dr.  Romeyn.  In  as¬ 
sailing  the  citadel  of  truth,  they  were  willing  to 
carry  their  point  by  making,  if  possible,  a  breach  in 
the  reputation  of  their  benefactors.  Dr.  Romeyn 
had  often  reason  to  sav, 

‘‘From  lying  lips  and  guileful  tongue, 

O  Lord,  my  soul  set  free.” 

We  sincerely  wish  that  all  orthodox  ministers  in 
the  General  Assembly  could  have  heard  this  hon¬ 
est,  generous,  warm-hearted  man  speak  on  this 
subject,  as  we  have,  for  some  years  before  his  death. 
When  through  mistaken  tenderness,  error  is  suf¬ 
fered  to  enter  the  church,  (Dr.  Romeyn  is  one  of 
the  many  examples,)  those  who  are  instrumental 
therein  will  have  cause  to  mourn. 

Dr.  Romeyn  died  in  February,  1825,  in  the  48th 
year  of  his  age  and  26th  of  his  ministry.  The 
last  text  on  which  he  preached  was,  “It  is  finished.” 


As  specimens  of  Dr.  Rowan’s  manner,  and  as  containing  impor- 
taDttrutli,  we  give  in  connection,  the  following  extracts  from 
a  Sermon  of  his,  preached  and  published  in  1812,  and  called 
“The  Sin  and  Danger  of  Insensibility.” 

“  We  have  said,  that  the  elevation  of  wicked 
men  to  offices,  was  a  national  sin ;  and  of  course 
that  is  one  reason,  why  the  nation  ought  to  mourn. 
But  the  people  are  far,  very  far  from  being  sensible 
of  this.  So  far  in  fact  are  they  from  it,  that  they 
practically  deny,  and  cannot  endure  to  be  told  of  it. 
Now  as  reformation  must  always  be  preceded  by 
conviction  of  error,  we  would  expostulate  w'ith 
^  3* 
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you  on  this  subject.  Why  arc  you  unwilling  to  be 
addressed  on  iFiis  point  (  Is  it  because  any  of  you 
have  given  your  support,  to  those  who  were  not 
worthy  of  it,  and  therefore,  that  to  be  spoken 
to,  would  look  like  reproof?  This  w  ill  not  satisfy ; 
because  if  you  are  convinced  of  liaving  done 
wrong,  candour  obliges  you  to  acknowledge  it ; 
and  honesty  compels  you  to  do  so  no  more. 

“  Is  it,  because  we  are  required  ‘not  to  speak  evil 
of  the  rulers  of  God’s  poo{>le?’ — Then  all  that  a 
wicked  man  has  to  do,  is  to  secure  the  favour  ol 
the  people,  and  use  this  as  a  stepping  stone  to  of¬ 
fice,  and  his  office  will  be  a  cloak  to  his  crimes  ! — 
then  virtue  and  vice  cease  to  be  distinct,  and  all 
the  qualifications  which  God’s  word  requires  in  a 
ruler,  become  nugatory.  But  let  us  examine  this 
objection.  ‘  Thou  shalt  not  speak  evil  of  the 
rulers  of  thy  people.’  We  acknow  ledge  this  to  be 
a  binding  prescription  of  God’s  word  ;  but  what  is 
‘  evil  speaking,’  the  crime  here  prohibited  ?  It  is 
■  the  using  of  language  either  reproachful  or  un¬ 
true,  respecting  others,  and  thereby  injuring  them.’* 
To  speak,  then,  either  reproachfully  or  falsely  of  a 
ruler,  is  not  only  criminal  but  dishonourable :  but 
to  speak  the  truth,  in  a  respectful  manner,  is  not 
implied  in  ‘evil  speaking.’  But,  even  if  the  truth 
should  be  construed  evil  speaking,  still  it  may  be 
spoken  of  the  man,  as  a  man,  w  hile  we  respect  him 
in  the  character  of  a  ruler.  The  magistracy  is  an 
ordinance  of  God,  and  ought  unifornily  to  be  spoken 
of,  wdth  tenderness,  deference,  and  respect.  But 
it  is  no  cloak  for  any  man’s  crimes.  The  ministry 
of  the  Gospel  is  also  an  ordinance  of  God,  tliough 
of  a  different  nature  ;  and  if- We  are  not  ‘  to  speak 
evil  of  dignities,’  much  less  of  the  ministers  of  the 
Gospel :  for  their  office,  of  all  others  on  earth,  is 
the  most  dignified’  But  are  you  willing  to  apply 
this  -reasoning  to  them  ?  If  they  are  profane  sw^ear  - 

^  Fuck’s  Theological  Dicliona^v. 
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crs,  Sabbath  breakers,  adulterers,  drunkards,  or  in¬ 
fidels,  are  you  to  say  nothing  of  their  crimes,  be¬ 
cause  they  are  ministers?  Is  their  ofhce  to  be  a 
oloak-for  their  sins  ?  You  will  one  and  all  answer. 
No.  Why  then  will  you  not  adopt  the  same  mode 
of  reasoning  in  the  one  case,  that  you  do  in  the 
other?  For  the  obvious  reason,  that  it  is  absurd  ; 
grossly',  and  irrationally,  and  unscripturally  absurd. 
And  if  absurd  in  one  case,  it  is  also  absurd  in  the 
other ;  for  the  cases  arc  e.xactly  similar.  The  pre¬ 
valence,  then,  of  that  strange  dispo.sition  in  both 
political  parties,  to  blind  their  reason,  and  shackle 
their  speech,  on  this  subject,  is  a  striking  proof 
that  thcvarc  not  sensible  of  their  sin. 

But  there  is  another  proof  of  insensibility  on  this 
point ;  and  that  is,  that  many  who  acknowledge  the 
principle,  that  we  ought  to  have  men  for  our  rulers, 
who  fear  God ;  and  consecjuently  acknowledge 
(hat  they  do  wrong  in  supporting  any  others,  justify 
them.selves  under  the  impression,  that  they  cannot 
get  pious  men  who  are  (|ualificd  for  rulers.  This 
is  a  delusion.  As  to  qualification,  even  in  the  la.\ 
sense  in  which  it  is  generally  used,  as  importing 
strength  of  intellect,  and  a  knowledge  of  state  af¬ 
fairs,  surely  it  is  as  likely  to  be  found  in  the  pious, 
as  the  wicked  part  of  the  community.  Otherwise 
we  get  into  that  dreadful  dilemma,  that  piety  and 
intellect  never  go  together,  and  consequently,  that 
ignorance  and  weakness  are  essential  ingredients  in 
the  character  of  a  Christian  !  And  as  to  the  impos¬ 
sibility  of  obtaining  them,  w'e  affirm,  that  this  is  so 
far  from  being  the  case,  that  ours  is  the  only  coun¬ 
try  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  where  tliev  can  be  ob- 
tamed.  In  hereditary  governments  the  people  are 
compelled  to  receive  as  their  sovereign,  the  lawful 
heir,  whether  he  be  good  or  bad,  a  vvise  man  or 
a  fool.  But  here,  where  the  people  have  a  voice  in 
the  election  of  their  rulers,  they  can  elect  whom 
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lliey  pi  ease.  And  why  not  a  man  who  fears  God, 
as  well  as  cue  wlio  tears  liini  not?  It  is  hccause 
this  is  zicz'cr  required,  as  it  ought  aheays  1o  he,  as 
an  essential  (jualification  ;  or  because  there  is  not 
virtucenough  in  the  peopletosupporthini.  Ineithcr 
case,  the  position  is  established,  th.at  we  continue 
in  a  state  of  insensibility  to  one  of  tlic  causes  of 
our  present  alHici ions,  notwithstanding  the  call  of 
God  is  to  repentance.” 

“Our  ingratitude  is  another  source  of  our  [)resent 
afflictions  ;  and  as  such  loudly  calls  for  repentance. 
But  is  there  any  thing  like  a  general  conviction  of 
our  unthankfulness  ?  That  we  have  been  abun¬ 
dantly  and  distinguishingly  blessed,  since  the  Rev¬ 
olution,  all  must  acknowledge  ;  but  will  all  as  rea¬ 
dily  acknowledge  the  hand  that  has  secured  to  us 
our  civil  and  religious  liberties,  .and  enriched  us 
with  his  blessings?  alas!  we  have  forgotten  that 
the  Lord  has  been  gracious,  and  have  been  too 
ready  to  ascribe  our  privileges  to  the  military  and 
political  skill  of  men,  instead  of  thankfully  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  blessing  of  God  upon  their  endeav¬ 
ours  !  And  do  we  not  still  continue  ungrateful? 
The  proof  is  in  our  conduct :  for  gratitude  to  God 
is  always  accompanied  with  an  al)iding  sense  of 
his  goodness ;  of  our  ow’n  unworthiness ;  and  of  our 
obligations  to  live  to  his  glory^  And  is  there  not 
too  much  reason  to  believe,  that  we  are  not  hum¬ 
bled  under  a  sense  of  our  unw'orthiness  ?  That  in¬ 
stead  of  seeking  his  glory,  we  are  eagerly  pursuing 
our  own  individual  interests  ?  That  God  is  not  in 
all  our  thoughts,  and  of  the  rock  that  begat  us  we 
are  unmindful.”  pp.  -38 — 43. 
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REVIEW. 

rlie  Shorter  Catechism  Analyzed;  containing  a  distinct  exhibition 
of  the  particular  doctrines  under  each  question,  with  appropri¬ 
ate  proofs  from  Scripture.  To  which  is  appended  some  easy 
question?  and  answers  for  the  use  of  little  children :  by  Gilbert 
.\{c, Master,  A.  M.  Pastor  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
Diianesburgh.  Second  Schenectady  edition.  Ibi25.  pp.  48, 
duodecimo. 

% 

The  mode  of  instruction  by  question  and  an¬ 
swer  is  founded  in  nature.  Heatiien  pliilosophers, 
who  had  studied  human  nature  with  considerable 
skill,  under  some  aspects,  availed  themselves  of  it, 
among  their  pupils.  Hence,  it  is  probable,  origi¬ 
nated  vvlnit  is  called  the  Socratic  method  of  argu¬ 
ment  :  by  question  and  answer.  It  is  universally 
used  in  all  institutions  of  learning  from  the  prima¬ 
ry  schools  to  those  of  the  highest  sciontihe  rank.  It 
was  probably  used  in  the  schools  of  the  prophets, 
under  the  Old  Testament ;  for  when  the  sons  of 
the  prophets  would  teach  Elisha  that  his  master 
was  to  be  taken  from  his  head,  they  do  it  in  this 
way.  Christ  sets  an  e.vample  of  it  in  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  his  disciples.  In  the  early  ages  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  dispensation,  every  congregation  had  its  class 
of  catechumens,  and  it  has  beea  used  in  every  age 
of  the  church  since,  in  family  and  ministerial  in- 
.struction.  So  necessary  is- it  in  tjiis  matter  to  fol¬ 
low  the  footsteps  of  the  flock,  that  tho'  family  or 
congregation,  where  it  is  neglected,  will  generally, 
if  not  universally,  be  found  ignorant  of  “what  be  the 
first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God.”  Where  the 
habit  is  well  formed  of  instructing  youth  by  sound 
catechetical  formularies  of  doctrine,  it  is  difficult  to 
eradicate  it.  Of  this  we  have  lately  heard  a  re¬ 
markable  instance.  In  some  districts  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston,  the  Short¬ 
er  Chatechism  is  taught  to  the  children  in  those 
congregations  where  the  ministers  and  the  sreat 
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mass  of  the  congregation  are  'Arians.  There,  of 
course,  it  has  degenerated  into  a  mere  form  of  God 
liness,  among  those  who  deny  the  power  thereof 
an  evil  which  ail  i)arents  and  ministers  should  be 
vigilant  to  guard  against. 

Some  of  the  most  distinguished  divines  have  la 

boured  successfully  in  furnishing  the  church  with 

useful  manuals  on  this  kind  of  instruction.  I  isi 

nus  composed  the  Heidelburgh  Catechism,  and  b) 

this  little  tract  he  has  been  the  instrument  of  more 

extensive  and  lasting  good  to  the  interests  of  rc!i 

ion  than  by  all  his  other  labours.  Luther,  while 

waging  a  glorious  and  successful  warfare  with  “the 

rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  and  with  spir 

itual  wickedness  in  high  jdaces,”  composed  a  cat 

echism  which  did  more  to  keej)  alive  the  spirit  ol 

true  godliness  among  his  followers,  than  all  his 

ponderous  folios.  The  immortal  Calvin  too  wrote 

a  Catechism.  The  Heidelburgh  Catechism  has 

been  deservedly  in  high’  repute,  and  extensively 

useful  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  I'hat  verv 

% 

illustrious  body  of  learned  and  godly  men — the 
Westminster  Assembly  of  Divines,  in  furnishing  the 
church  with  their  Larger  and  Shorter  Catecliism, 
has  bequeathed  to  posterity  an  invaluable  legacy, 
by  which,  had  it  done  no  more,  the  names  of  its 
members  will  be  had  in  everlasting  remembrance. 
The  Erskines  and  I>rown,  in  the  Sece.ssion  church, 
by  their  catechetical  expositions  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  Shorter' Catechism,  and  the  latter  by  his  cate¬ 
chisms  for  children,  have  placed  valuable  books 
and  tracts  in  the  hands — perhaps  we  might  say  of 
millions.  Willison’s  Sacramental  Catecliism  is  a 
valuable  book  on  all  important  subjects. 

In  our  own  country  we  do  not  recollect  of  any 
divines  that  have  laboured  in  the  conmosition  of 
works  of  this  kind,  except  Dr.  M‘T..eod,  Mr.  M'Mas- 
ter.  Dr.  M'Dowell,  and  Bishop  Hobart.  The  Bishop’s 
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%_'oinpanion  of  the  Altar,  illustrates  in  the  cat- 
iecheticai  lorni,  the  llubric  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
H)r.  M‘l>oweirs  catecliism  is  merely  a  series  of 
^luestions,  without  answers,  ciilefiy  on  the  histori- 
1  .^'al  parts  of  the  Bible.  Dr.  M‘Leocl’s  Ecclesiasti- 
^  ,cal  Catechism,  is  designed  to  illustrate,  as  its  name 
^  amports,  the  constitution  and  order  of  the  Christian 
Hfthuich.  Learned  notes  are  appended  to  it,  in  vin- 
^ilicaiion  of  the  Presbyterial  form  of  church  gov- 
Beniment.  As  this  valuable  work  is  not  now  in  the 
■biaiket,  we  should  be  happy  to  see,  what  is  very 
^nuch  wanted  and  called  for,  a  second  edition. 

Mr.  M  Master’s  Analysis,  as  the  title  page  im- 
M^orts,has  gone  through  a  second  edition,  in  thecity 
9of  Schenectady,  and  one,  perhaps  two,  considera- 
3b!e  editions  have  been  published  in  Scotland,  where 
■*it  has  been  introduced  into  the  Sabbath  Schools, 
|<  .with  high  approbation.  The  Edinburgh  Christian 
i :  Instructor,  edited  by  orthodox  ministers  of  the  Es- 
j  atablished  church  of  Scotland,  and  considered  as 
)  *  one  of  the  most  respectable  religious  journals  in 
ill  Great  Britain,  speaks  in  the  following  terms  of  tliis 
iL Catechism:  “We  approve  highly  of  the  plan  of 
P  tiie  work.  It  is  simply,  as  the  title  bears,  an  Analy- 
^  s  sis,  splitting  the  dili'erent  answers  into  their  com- 

ipoiieut  parts,  exhibiting  each  article  in  connexion 
with  its  proofs,  and  thus,  by  simplifying  the  sub¬ 
jects,  enable  the  reader  to  form  a  more  clear  idea 
of  each.  The  plan,  in  short,  is  just  that  of  the  care¬ 
ful  observer  of  nature,  who,  in  examining  a  com¬ 
plex  phenomenon,  reduces  it  to  its  component 
I K  parts,  examines  each  singly,  and  thus  forms  a  clear- 
’^l^er  idea  of  the  whole  in  combination.  We  consid- 
l^er  it  chiefly  valuable  as  a  text  book,  to  those  minis- 
S  ters,  or  teachers  of  youth,  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
a*  *^®cting  with  young  people,  somewhat  advanced, 
®for  the  purpose  of  promoting  their  religious  in- 
struction.  Their  object  will  be  to  e.xplain  the  diffi  - 
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cult  terms,  and  clauses,  as  they  go  along;  and 
with  this  view,  such  a  guide  as  this  may  be  highly 
valuable.” 

As  we  altogether  approve  of  these  remarks,  we 
have  little  to  add  on  the  subject  of  the  Analysis. 
The  accurate  manner  in  which  the  analysis  of  the 
complex  propositions  of  the  Shorter  Catechism  is 
•conducted,  leaves,  we  think,  no  room  for  improve¬ 
ment  in  this  scheme.  It  is  evidently  and  properly 
intended  that  the  text  quoted  as  proof,  with  the 
chapter  and  verse,  shall  be  committed  to  memory 
by  the  catechumen.  The  habit  ol  analysis,  with 
the  treasure  of  doctrine  confirmed  by  Scripture 
testimony,  furnishes  the  learner  with  one  of  the 
best  means  of  defence  against  error,  and  of  study¬ 
ing  the  Holy  Scriptures  with  profit.  If  he  under¬ 
stands  and  believes  all  that  is  here  contained,  and 
he  can  hardly  disbelieve  any  part  of  it  if  he  believes 
the  Bibie,  it  w  ill  be  almost  impossible  for  him  to 
fall  into  any  dangerous  error. 

The  Little  Children’s  Catechism  appended  to 
this  edition  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  published ;  and 
much  as  we  approve  of  Brown’s  Children’s  Cate¬ 
chism,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  this  one  far 
superior,  and,  indeed,  by  far  the  best  we  have  ev¬ 
er  seen.  It  is  framed  for  little  children,  and  for 
them,  by  its  great  simplicity,  perspicuity,  and  brev¬ 
ity,  it  is  admirably  calculated ;  and  yet,  were  all 
the  communicants  in  the  churches  of  the  land, 
able  to  answer  intelligently  all  the  questions  con¬ 
tained  in  these  eight  pages,  we  are  confident  there 
would  be  a  very  great  improvement  in  the  general 
stock  of  Christian  knowledge,  and  the  condition  of 
the  church  improved  very  greatly.  We  are  strong*- 
!y  tempted  to  republish  here  the  whole  of  this  little 
catechism,  that  the  readers  of  the  Witness  might 
have  the  advantage  of  it  in  all  their  families,  for  the 
'mstruction  of  their  children  ;  and  we  are  only  re- 
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strained  from  it  by  a  sense  of  justice  to  the  publish¬ 
er,  as  it  might  interfere  with  the  sale  of  the  edition. 
As  a  specimen  of  it  we  republish  the  third  section, 
which  may  be  taught  children  with  advantage. 

“d.  Who  is  the  alone  Head  of  the  Church? 
A.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

d.  May  any  add  or  take  away  from  the  doc¬ 
trine  and  ordinances  of  Christ’s  appointment? 
A.  No. 

d-  Is  the  dominion  of  Christ,  as  Mediator,  lim¬ 
ited  lo  the  Church  ?  A.  No ;  he  is  Head  over  all 
things  to  the  Church. 

d.  Ought  man,  in  every  relation  of  life,  to  con¬ 
fess  and  honour  Christ  as  Lord  of  ail  ?  A.  Yes;  to 
him  every  knee  should  bow,  and  every  tongue  con¬ 
fess. 

d.  What  does  he  threaten  against  those  na¬ 
tions  and  their  rulers  who  refuse  to  obey  him  ? 
A.  He  threatens  to  dash  them  in  pieces  in  his  wrath. 

d.  How  is  the  church  on  earth  distinguished  ? 
A.  Into  the  visible  Church,  and  the  invisible  Church. 

d-  What  is,  the  visible  Church  ?  A.  That  soci¬ 
ety  which  professes  the  faith  of  Christ,  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  him,  togetlier  with  its  children. 

d.  Are  the  infants  of  professed  believers  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church  ?  A.  Yes  ;  for  of  such  is  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

d.  Who  are  the  members  of  the  invisible  Church? 
A.  All  those  who,  being  united  in  Christ,  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  his  salvation. 

d-  Are  all  professors  of  religion  not  true  be¬ 
lievers  ?  A.  No;  Some  have  the  form,  but  not 
the  power  of  godliness. 

d-  What  is  the  fellowship  of  saints?  A.  It  is  the 
intercourse  of  Christians  in  the  truths,  ordinances, 
xvorship,  and  grace,  of  the  gospel  dispensation. 

VoL.  IV. — No.  I.  4 
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Q.  Where  is  this  fellowship  particularly  main¬ 
tained  ?  A,  In  the  coninninion  of  the  church  of 
God. 

Q,.  W’hat  are  the  uses  of  Church  fellow.ship  ? 
A.  To  glorify  God,  and  to  prepare  his  people  for 
heaven. 

Q.  Has  Christ  provided  a  government  for  his 
Church  ?  A,  Yes  ;  he  is  the  God  of  order. 

Q.  What  form  of  Church  government  is  e.vclu- 
sively  of  divine  authority  ?  A.  The  Presbyterian 
form. 

Q..  Who  are  the  officers  of  Christ’s  appointment 
in  his  Church  ?  A.  Ministers,  lluling  Elders,  and 
Deacons. 

Q.  In  what  judicatories  should  these  officers 
meet  for  the  transaction  of  business  ?  A.  In  Con¬ 
gregational,  Presbyterial,  and  Synodical  judicato¬ 
ries. 

Q,.  W^hat  is  die  worship  of  God  ?  A.  It  is  the 
glory  ascribed  to  him  in  the  observance  of  his  or¬ 
dinances. 

Q,.  Where  should  God  be  worshipped  ?  A.  In 
secret,  in  the  family,  in  private  societies,  and  in 
public  congregations. 

Q,.  How  should  we  worship  God  ?  A.  In  spirit 
and  in  truth. 

Q.  What  are  some  of  the  ordinances  of  daily 
worship  ?  A.  Prayer,  praise,  and  the  reading  of 
the  Scripture.s. 

Q.  How  often  should  we  pray?  A.  Very  of¬ 
ten,  at  least  every  morning  and  evening, 

Q.  For  what  things  should  w'e  pray  to  God  ? 
A.  For  all  the  good  things  he  has  promised  his 
people. 

Q.  For  whose  sake  should  w'c  ask  them?  A.  For 
Christ’s  sake. 

Q.  Do  we  need  direction  in  prayer?  A.  Yes;  we 
need  the  instruction  of  God’s  word. 
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Q.  Do  we  need  any  assistance  to  enable  us  to 
pray  in  faith  ?  A.  Yes ;  vve  need  the  aid  of  God’s 
Spirit. 

Q.  Has  God  promised  this  aid  ?  A.  Yes ;  the 
Spirit  heipeth  our  infirmities. 

Q.  Can  you  say  tiie  Lord’s  Prayer  ?  A.  Yes  ; 
Our  Father,  ^c.  <^c. 

Q.  How  many  sacraments  are  there  ?  A.  Two ; 
Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Q.  Which  were  tlie  sacraments  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  ?  A.  Circumcision  and  the  passover. 

Q.  Were  the  sacraments  of  the  Oid  Testament 
substantially  of  the  same  import  with  those  of  the 
New  Testament  ?  A.  Yes  ;  and  therefore  bap¬ 
tism  comes  in  place  of  circumcision,  and  the  Lord’s 
supper  in  the  place  of  the  passover. 

Q,.  What  are  the  parts  of  a  sacrament  ?  A.  T  wo ; 
a  sensible  sign  and  the  thing  signified. 

Q.  Wiiat  is  the  sign  in  i>aptism  ?  A.  Water. 

Q,.  What  are  the  signs  in  the  Lord’s  supper  ? 
A.  Bread  and  wine. 

Q.  What  do  these  signs  signify  ?  A.  Christ 
and  the  benefits  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 

Q.  In  whose  name  is  baptism  to  be  administer¬ 
ed  ?  A.  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holv  Ghost. 

Q.  How  does  it  appear  that  tire  infant  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  are  to  be  baptised  ?  A.  Be¬ 
cause  all  are  to  be  baptised  to  whom  the  promise 
belongs,  and  the  promise  is  addressed  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  believers. 

Q.  Is  baptism  regeneration  ?  A.  No ;  It  is  a 
sign  and  seal  of  it,  and  of  our  union  with  Christ. 

Q,.  Is  not  every  baptised  person  solemnly  bound 
to  hate  sin,  and  to  love  and  serve  God  ?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  have  a  right  to  the  Lord’s  supper  ? 
A."  Those  who  know  the  truth,  believe  in  Christ, 
repent  of  their  sins,  anfl  endeavour  to  keep  God’s' 
commandments.- 
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Revictv  of  J\1‘J\Iasicr  f  AnaLysh. 

Q.  Are  religious  fasting  and  thanksgiving  ordi- 
nances  of  divine  aj>j;oiiitn.cnt  ?  A.  '1  hey  are. 

When  should  they  be  observed  ?  A.  I  pon  spe¬ 
cial  occasions, 

Q.  Is  not  svvearine  in  common  conversation  ve- 
ry  criminal  in  the  si^lit  ol  (.ioti  ?  A.  It  is ;  and  he 
will  suiel}  pemsh  these  \\ho(!oso. 

Q.  Is  it  allow  able  to  nuikc  oath  at  any  time? 
A.  Yes  ;  w  hen  law  fully  called  by  civil  or  ecclesias¬ 
tical  authority. 

Q.  l)y  whezn  should  men  swear  when  law  fully 
called  to  it  ?  A.  ]ly  God  alone  and  not  by  any 
creature. 

Q.  What  form  should  bo  used  in  makine  an 
oath  ?  A.  The  uplifted  hand,  and  not  the  kissing 
of  a  book. 

Q.  Should  not  great  care  be  taken  to  tell  the 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  tiuth,  under  oath? 
A.  Yes,  surely. 

Q,.  May  men  swear  or  vow  to  God,  as  well  as 
by  his  name  ?  A.  Yes,  it  is  said  that  unto  Him 
every  tongue  shall  swear. 

Q.  Is  public  religious  covenanting  a  standing 
ordinance  of  the  New,  as  well  as  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  dispensation  ?  A.  It  is  ;  for  being  in  its 
nature  moral  it  was  never  repealed. 

Q.  May  men,  in  their  public  civil  capacity'  en¬ 
gage  to  civil  duties  by  a  vow  to  God  ?  A.  Yes  ; 
for  men  in  civil  life  are  bound  to  know,  acknow¬ 
ledge,  and  obey.  God. 

Q.  Are  not  Christians  witnesses  for  the  cause 
of  Christ  ?  A.  They  are. 

Q.  How  are  they  to  give  their  testimony?  A.  By 
a  full,  public,  consistent,  and  progressive  profession, 
of  Christ’s  truth,  pp.  45 — 48. 


We  should  be  happy  to  see  from  the  pen  of  this 
writer  a  doctrinal  catechism  for  .  grown  persons. 
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Analysis  of  Ephesians. 

exhibiting  the  doctrines  of  the  system  of  grace,  on 
a  scale  as  large  as  that  of  Fisher  and  Erskine’s 
Explanation  of  the  Shorter  Catechism. 


ANALYSIS  OF  EPHESIANS  vi.  12. 

‘‘  For  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  princi¬ 
palities,  against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of 
this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.” 

Ill  the  preceding  verse,  the  apostle  exhorts  us 
to  “put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,”  T«vo3rXiav 
ra  Old,  a  complete  set  of  armour  both  defensive 
and  oflensive,  provided  by  God  for  the-  soldier  of 
Jesus  Christ,  who  must  not  only  be  armed,,  but 
armed  at  every  point;  like  the  besieged  garrison,, 
which  if  left  defenceless  at  any  one  point,  will  be 
there  assailed  by  the  enemy.  The  great  leader  of 
the  armies  which  war  against  us  is  the  devil, 
the  calumnator,  or  accuser  of  the  brethren — Beel¬ 
zebub,  the  prince  of  devils.  The  word  here  used 
in  the  original  is  applied  to  but  one  individual  in 
the  New  Testament.  The  original  term  elsewhere 
translated  devils,  is  demons,  referring  to  all 

fallen  angels,  who  are  governed  by  the  the 

prince  of  demons.  When  we  arm  ourselves with 
the  heavenly  panoply,  it  is  for.  the  purpose  of  stand¬ 
ing  against  this  commander  of  the  rebel  armies 
and  all  the  hosts  under  his  command — hosts  which 
are  enumerated  in  detail,. v.  12. 

For  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood,  Or* 
UK  sj»  rtfjuti  n  Vj.\n  moj  rxfKX,  The  WOrd  veiXn, 

wrestling,  contains  an  allusion  to  the-  Olympic 
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games,  in  which  experienced  wTCStlers  appeared 
before  assembled  Greece,  to  display  their  dexterity 
and  strength  in  striving  for  the  crown  of  victory. 
In  this  exercise  the  athletse,  or  antagonists  exert¬ 
ed  every  muscle,  often  straining  their  bodily  en¬ 
ergies  to  the  utmost.  It  denotes  great  e.xertion, 
before  a  great  assemblage  of  w'itnesses,  for  a 
crown  of  glory.  The  powers  exerted  are  the 
graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  believers,  operating 
on  all  the  faculties  of  the  soul,  and  envigorating 
them  for  the  spiritual  conflict.  The  spectators  are 
God,  angels  and  men.  The  crown,  is  the  rew'ard 
of  the  heavenly  inheritance,  awarded  by  the  judge 
of  quick  and  dead. 

1.  The  first  class  of  foes  is  a»/>ca  x«Kj-apxa,  flesh 
and  blood,  the  corruptions  of  our  own  hearts. 
Some  it  is  true,  understand  this  sentence  nega¬ 
tively,  and  think  that  the  apostle  excludes  flesh 
and  blood  from  the  list  of  adversaries,  as  if  he 
should  say^  w^e  do  not  wrestle  with  the  men  of  this 
world,  but  with  the  powders  of  darkness.  This 
however  cannot  be  his  meaning ;  for  we  do  in  fact 
contend  with  the  men  of  tiie  world,  who  oppose 
truth  and  holiness.  The  word  only  is  understood, 
“We  do  not  wrestle  with  flesh  and  blood  only.” 
We  have  other  enemies  against  whom  w^e  must 
arm  ourselves,  than  those  of  our  own  house.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  verify  the  interpretation  of  flesh 
and  blood  to  mean  innate  corruption,  as  the  at¬ 
tentive  reader  of  the  New  Testament  must  know 
that  this  is  the  import  of  the  figure.  '*  Flesh  and 
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blood  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.’* 

I  Cor.  .\v.  50.  Hence  our  lusts  are  called,  fleshly 
lusts,  resembling  the  lust  that  conceived  and 
brought  forth  that  sin  which  violated  the  covenant 
of  works,  for  the  gratification  of  a  carnal  or  fleshly 
appetite. 

2.  Principalities  and  powers,  «x>.a  vpna-  ra.;, 
rfog  rx;  “  but  against  principalities,  against 

powers.”  The  and  the  principalities 

and  powers  are  the  officers  of  the  rebel  hosts, 
that  command  under  Beelzebub,  the  legions  of  the 
armies  of  hell.  There  are  “  thrones,  dominions^, 
principalities,  and  povvers,”  in  the  heavenly  hier¬ 
archy,  orders  and  ranks  of  government,  which  the 
prince  of  darkness  imitated  in  forming  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  his  rebel  hosts.  As  he  was  a  prince  in 
heaven,  and  a  loader  of  the  rebellion,  those  prin¬ 
cipalities  which  occupied  seats  of  authority  before 
their  fall  probably  retain  corresponding  dignities 
in  Tartarus.  Hence  the  kings  of  the  nations  are 
raised  up  from  their  infernal  thrones,  to  meet  the 
monarch  of  Babylon  in  his  descent  into  hell. 
Isaiah,  .\iv,  9.  They  have  their  respective  nations 
assigned  them.  “  The  prince  of  the  kingdom  of 
Persia  withstood  me  one  and  twenty  days.”  Dan. 
V.  1 3.  This  was  an  invisible  prince  and  potentate. 
These  invisible  and  infernal  kings  of  the  nations 
have  their  legions  which  they  command.  The 
hosts  of  evil  spirits,  of  which  the  man  in  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Gadarenes  was  dispossessed,  say  “  my  name 
is  legion.”  Mark,  v.  9.  The  Greek  word  'AEy=«i'  is 
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formed  from  the  Latin  legio,  an  organized  corps 
of  the  Roman  army,  and  tJie  commander  of  the 
legion  seems  to  speak  in  the  name  of  tlic  whole, 
and  hence  the  singular  word  my  is  used.  In  cor¬ 
respondence  with  this,  Daniel  mentions,  the  god 
of  forces,  the  maliussim,  the  tutelary  gods  of  the 
nations  which  are  in  fact  the  officers  of  the  de¬ 
monical  armies.  This  class  of  enemies  compre¬ 
hends,  all  the  invisible  powers  of  darkness  with 
W'hich  believers  have  to  wrestle  in  their  spiritual 
warfare.  How  should  we  be  filled  with  astonish¬ 
ment  were  our  eyes  opened  to  see  the  array  of 
the  powers  of  hell  which  w'age  incessant,  malig¬ 
nant,  and  crafty  warfare  against  the  Lord’s  people! 

(to  be  continued.) 


ECCLESIASTICAL  STATISTICS. 

J^orthern  Reforyned  Presbytery. 

Rev.  Dr.  M’Leod,  New-York^-  N.Y.- 

Rev.  WilliamX.  Roberts,  Patterson,  N  J. 

Rev.  James  R.  Jonson,  Newburgh,.  N.Y. 

Rev.  James  R.  Willson,  Coldenham,  N.Y. 

Rev.  James  Chrystie,  Albany,  N.Y.. 

Rev.  Gilbert  M'Master;  Duanesburgh,  N.Y,. 

Rev.  Samuel  M..  Willson,  Galway,  N.Y.. 

Rev.  MelanctonB.  Williams,  Kortright,  N.Y. 

Rev.  James  W!  Stewart,  Argyle,  N.Y.-. 

Rev.  AVilliam  Sloan,  Topsham,  Vt.'- 

Rev.  James  Milligan,  Ryegate,  Vtc 

Mr.  Robert  M'Kee,  Probationer. 

Organized  congregations,  14. 

Number  of  communicants,  about  1200. 

Additions  in  1825;  about  150. 

Number  of  souls,  about  3500. 


Within  20  years  there  were  in  this  Presbytery 
but  two  ministers,  the  Rev.  William  Gibson  and  the 
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i  iiev.  Dr.  M‘Leod ;  but  four  organized  congrega¬ 
tions,  and  not  more  than  two  hundred  coinmuni- 
icants.  In  the  New-York  congregation  there  are 

mov\  more  tlian  tliree  hundred. 

' 

I  Reformed  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia. 

\  Rev.  Dr.  Wylie,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  Samuel  W.  Crawford,  Chambersburgh,  Pa. 
Rev  John  Gibson,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Number  of  communicants,  about  500. 

Number  of  souls,  about  l.GOO. 

[We  have  received  the  following  statistics  of  the  Secession  church¬ 
es  in  the  south,  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blackstock,  an  aged  and  respec¬ 
table  in.nister  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church.] 

Associate  Reformed  Presbytery  of  the  South. 

First  Presbytery. 

Rev.  James  Rogers,  Fairfield  district,  S.C. 

Rev'.  John  Hemphill,  Chester  dist.  S.C. 

Rev.  James  M'Knight,  Mecklenburghco.N.C. 

Rev.  Isaac  Giie.'^  Mecklenburghco.N.C. 

Rev.  William  Blackstock,  Lancaster  dist.  S.C. 
Rev.  Eleazer  Harris,  York  dist.  S.C. 

Robert  Galloway,  Licentiate.  > 

Second  Presbytery. 

Rev.  John  Renwick,  Newberrydistrict,S.C. 

Rev.  Joseph  Lowry,  -  •  Geo. 

Rev.  John  I.  Pressly,  Abbeville  dist.  S.C. 

Mr.  James  Lowrv,  Probationer. 

Mr.  Presslv,  Licentiate. 

The  Associates  have  no  Synod,  and  but  one  Presbytery. 


Rev.  William  -Dickson,  York  district,  S.C, 

Rev.  John  Mushat,  Iredel  co.  N.C. 

Rev.  Andrew  Heron,  Rockbridge  co.  Va. 

Rev.  Thomas  Ketchem,  Jjancaster  dist.  S.C. 

Rev.  Abraham  Anderson,  Mecklenburghco.N.C. 
Messrs.  Wallace,  Carson,  and  Syle,  Probationers-. 


4b  hems  of  Inielligenct. 

Episcopal  Dioccss  of  Virgbiiu. 

Baptisms  for  the  year  ending  May,  1325,  S9U. 

Marriages,  114. 

Funerals,  134. 

Number  of  communicants,  330. 

Bishop,  presbyters,  and  deacons,  35. 

Students  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  9. 

Episcopal  Diocess  of  Ohio. 

Baptisms,  for  the  year  ending  June,  1825,  56. 

Marriage,  1 . 

Funerals,  5. 

Catechumens,  164. 

Communicants,  493. 

Parishes,  1 5. 

Library  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  No.  vols.  700. 

Convention  of  Rhode  Island. 

Baptisms  for  the  year  ending  June,  1825,  78. 

Marriages,  36, 

Deaths,  68. 

Number  of  communicants,  -  600. 

Ministers,  5. 


ITSnaS  OF  INTEX.I.IOENCE. 

The  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  (a 
New-England  Mis.sionary  Society,)  was  held  at 
Northampton,  (Mass.)  from  Sept.  21st  to  2.3d, 
1825.  Total  revenue  for  the  year,  ^55,744  18.  The 
Rev.  Drs.  M‘Auley  and  M'Murray,  and  the  Rev.  J. 
C.  Crane,  as  commissioners  from  the  United  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society,  attended  the  meeting 
with  a  proposition  for  the  amalgamation  of  that 
society  with  the  American  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions.  The  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
v/as  founded  by  the  Presbyterian,  the  Reformed 
Dutch,  and  the  Associate  Reformed  churches,  a.s. 
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our  readers  will  reinoii.Ler.  This  mission  it  ap¬ 
pears  has  become  indebted  to  a  considerable 
amount,  and  its  revenues  do  not  aiiord  abundant 
supplies.  This  is  probably  tlie  principal  reason 
of  the  oiler  made  by  tiie  commissioners  mentioned, 
Sof  delivering  over  their  missions,  and  debts,  to  the 
|^'e^v-Engiand  society.  A  project  of  union,  or  ad- 
Biesion,  was  adopted.  Among  others,  the  follow¬ 
ing  reasons  were  assigned  for  the  measure  : 

1.  “  That  the  most  friendly  relations  and  feel- 
injis  now  e.vist  between  the  General  Assembiy  and 
the  Synods,  and  the  orthodo.v”  Hopkinsian  “  asso¬ 
ciations  of  New-England.” 

2.  “  That  the  spirit  of  controversy  having  subsid¬ 
ed,  the  intelligent  and  candid  of  the  Christian  pub¬ 
lic  are  all  satisfied  that  the  same  Gospel  which  is 
preached  in  the  middle,  southern  and  western 
states,  is  preached  also  in  the  eastern  states.” 

3.  “  That  the  Missionaries  of  both  Societies 
preach  precisely  the  same  Gospel  to  the  heathen.” 

The  project  will  no  doubt  take  effect.  We  con¬ 
fess  these  statements  do  a  little  surprize  us.  They 
go  to  declare  and  publish  to  the  Christian  world 
either  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Hopkinsians  are 
those  of  the  south,  or  that  they  are  no  errors.  Are 
all  the  doctrines  which  Dr.  Miller  has  vindicated 
against  Professor  Stewart  of  no  import  ?  Have  the 
missionaries  of  the  Presbyterian,  Reformed  Dutch, 
and  Secession  churches  preached  “precisely”  Hop- 
fkinsian  doctrines  ?  Do  all  candid  and  intelligent 
members  of  the  Christian  public  consider  the  deni¬ 
al  of  Christ’s  eternal  Sonship — of  the  imputation 
of  Adam’s  sins — of  the  imputation  of  Christ’s  right¬ 
eousness,  <tc.  dbc.  precisely  nothing  at  all?  We 
hope  not  yet.  The  United  and  Foreign  Missiona¬ 
ry  Society  has  by  this  act  sent  in  its  adhesion  to  Hop- 
;  kinsianisin  and  Congregationalism  !  See  how  the 
Dutch  church  is  passed  bv" — “the  Synods.”  The 
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Dutch  Synod  refused,  1824,  to  correspond  with  the 
New-Engiand  associations. 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  (Pa.)  has  commenced 
with  upw  ards  of  one  liundred  medical  students — a 
larger  number,  it  is  believed,  than  any  other  med¬ 
ical  institution  has  ever  commenced  with  in  the 
United  States.  In  the  spirit  of  rivalry,  it  was  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  friends  of  the  Medical  College  of  the 
the  Peniibylvania  University,  that  this  institution 
has  not  the  power  legally  to  confer  degrees.  An 
able  vindication  of  the  legal  pow'er  of  Jeft'erson 
Medical  College  to  confer  the  usual  honors  iri  med¬ 
icine  has  been  published  in  the  Democratic  Press; 
and  also  the  legal  opinion  of  respectable  counsel, 
in  the  pamphlet  form,  which  has  put  the  question 
at  rest.  It  is  believed  that  the  number  of  students 
of  medicine  in  the  country,  is  at  least  double  that 
of  divinity  students.- 

Doctoraits  conferred  last  summer, — The  Rev.  John  Black,^  1^.-D. 
Pittsburgh,  by  Washin;^ton  College.  Rev.  William  Jenks^D.T), 
by  Bowdoin,  .Maine.  lion.  Cornelius  P,  Van  JS^ess.^  L.L.D.  by 
Dartmouth,  lion.  David  L,  Morrill,,  and  Elijah  Paint,,  L.L.D. 
by  University  of  Vermont,  Burlington.  Rev.  James  Kendall,, 
and  James  Flint,,  D.D.  and  Hon.  Wm.  Wickman,,  ilon.  Sam¬ 
uel  Putnam,,  Hon.  Henri/  Clay,,  and  Hon.  Asa  Stearns,,  L.L.D.  by 
Harvard  University.  Rev.  ,fohn  W oodbridffe,,  and  Rev.  S,  H.Cox,, 
D.D.  by  Williams  college,  (Mass.)  The  lalt'^r gentleman  has  re¬ 
fused  to  accept  the  degree,  and  has  published  a  manifesto  against 
doctorates  of  divinity,  as  ^‘•the  night-mare  of  Bie  church.”  Hon. 
James  Turner,,  L.L.D.  by  Brown’s  University,  Rhode-Island.  Rev. 
,Tohn  Bennet,,  and  Rev.  Samuel  Kott,,  D.D.  and  Jared  Maiujield^ 
and  James  C,  Ester,  L.L.D.  by  Yale  College.  Rev.  Henry  Pen- 
ereyre,  an<l  Rev.  ,fohn  M'Vuker,,  D.D.  and,/o/i?iC.  Calhoun,,  Joel 
R,  Poinsett,,  Stephen  Elliot,,  and  Nathaniel  T,  Moore,,  L.L.D.  by 
Columbia  College,  (iV.Y.)  Rev.  Augustus  Waekerhagen,,  and 
Rev.  AndrewWylie,,  D.D.  andLeirw  E,A,  Eigenhrot^  L.L.D.  by 
Union  College,  (N.Y.)  Rev.  Ezra  Fisk^  D.D.  of  Goshen  (N.Y.) 
and  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,,  L.L.D.  by  Hamilton  College,  (N.Y.)  Rev. 
Wm.  Vincent  Harold,  and  Rev.  J,  George  Smucher,,  D.D.  and 
Major  G^^neral  La  Fayette,  h.h.T).  by  University  of  Pennsylyania, 
Phila.  Hon.  Th  unas  Todd,  and  Etienne  Mazurmt^  L.L.D.  by 
Transylvania  University.  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,,  Esq,  of 
Richmond,  by  Ham  pden  Si*lney  College,  Va. — 35  in  all.  There 
may  have  been  some  others  of  which  we  have  not  heard 


